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Cri t ical  Ref lect ion
Next steps: 

Develop the Concept and building strategies more, 
Find case studies. Work in Section and create 
Concept models to explore this further. Use case 
studies and to inspire the project development 
further. Create moodboards, research materials 
and explore the existing structure and develop 
building strategies.

01 Introduction
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Design Br ief

This project envisions a specialized music school 
designed for the elderly, providing an inclusive space for 
lifelong learning, creativity, and community engagement. 
The facility aims to cater to retired individuals, offering 
opportunities to explore music through lessons, practice, 
and performance, while addressing the unique needs of 
an aging population.

Requirements:
.Welcoming Entrance and Environment
. Accessible toilet, wide corridors, Lift and ramps.
. Easy to navigate, clear signage, contrasting colours
.Sound insulation 
.Well lit spaces for learning 

Brief Outline:
Parking and disabled parking 
administrative area
Courtyard
Storage for instruments
Tea point
auditorium/ multipurpose hall and backstage
Lounge 
Flexible furniture and design 
group Classrooms and Prcatice rooms
Individual/ 1-1 Classrooms and Practice rooms
Computers and printer 
Music library 

Site: Letchworth Garden City SG6 3PA
Old use: Dance School
New use: Music school and center for the elderly

01 Introduction
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01 Introduction

Project  Just i f icat ion

The UK’s aging population is growing 
rapidly, with significant interest in 
accessible cultural programs  tailored  to 
older  adults. Studies highlight the cognitive, 
emotional, and social benefits of engaging 
in music for elderly individuals, making 
this project not just desirable but essential. 

Life-long Learning:
Learning doesn’t end with retirement, this 
space creates an opportunity for lifelong 
learning

Age Inclusivity:
An issue faced by the elderly is Isolation.
Anyone at any level can learn and collaborate 
together. The programme gives people 
the opportunity to interact with the local 
community and bridge age barriers

Quality of life:
Improved quality of life for elderly participants 
through active learning, music and social 
interaction.
 

 The project targets UN Sustainable goals 
3 and 4, and aims to create a space that 
improves wellbeing. it creates a space for 
the local community to collaborate, and 
flourish.
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I re land

England

Hert fordshire

North Herts

Access
Roads

Greenspace

The site is located in north 
Herts at Letchworth Garden 
City, North  of London and 
south of England. The city 
was the first ever Garden city 
in the UK. 

Address:

Broadway, 
Letchworth Garden City
United Kingdom 
SG6 3PA

Letchworth has a strong history of 
arts and, in plinston hall, a history 
of performing arts. The town has a 
large population of elderly people 
and working class families. The city 
also consists of elerly care homes, 
nature and parks. 

The plinston hall is a dance/  
Performing arts school 
opened in 200(L, 2014)

Since 1985 Plinston Hall was 
a Live Music venue.
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The existing building consists of 1.g levels, a brick masonry 
load bearing structure with a timber roof. The building is 
attached to  the neighbouring school with 10 dedicated 
parking spaces at ground level.
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Performance Hall with stage

Bar and seating area

Changing room and back stage area

W/C

Reception- West entrance

Stairs and Lift

Meeting/ Events room

 Extension to school

Balcony

Balcony overlooking the 
performance hall

Existing Building Use 

The existing building has 6 main ground floor exits, and 2 from 
the existing auditorium. there is one fire exit sraircase from the 
first floor. 
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Design Development02
Precedent studies​
Design Concept ​
Sketches & Models​
Accommodations
Zoning
Floorplans
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1.a warm welcome

Matthew enters the reception and 
is greeted with a warm welcome. 
He signs up for piano lessons. He 
feels nervous because he has never 
played an instrument before.

Mathew is newly retired and seeks a 
new opportunity to pick up  a new skill

2.Discover

A staff member shows him around the 
facilities, which piques his interest in 
the people and sounds and movement 
that surround him.

With the help of a supportive teacher, 
Matthew starts to practise playing the 
piano. 

Before the day is over, he reflects on 
what he has learned,  

3.Connect

His first class is a group lesson where 
students excitedly meet each other. 

7.Remember

His daughter and grandson come 
to pick him up and he is left with 
a memorable experience

6.Preform

Mathew performs to his peers, and 
feels a new found confidence and 
happiness seeing his friends smile

5.Reflect
4.Immerse

 
Letchworth Arts and Leisure Group

Together Group - Letchworth

“Chat to people with dementia at their 
dementia café. ask questions, share 
your experiences and get advice a in an 
informal and sociable setting”

Letchworth garden city is full of arts and 
culture. The existing organisations can 
collaborate with the music centre. 

Stakeholders

 
Live later life well
dementia nursing home nearby which 
could collaborate with the music centre.
The area has a few nursing homes for the 
elderly, however they tend to be further 
away from the city centre. the music 
centre would attract more people to the 
city centre.



22 23Silvy Phoenix Chii Shin Ang 2024/2025

Inspiration

Candle 
 
The candle burns, whilst leaving behind the Indent where the 
candle was.

Candle Burning MemoryTime Passing

Peter Zumthor- Bruder Klaus Field Chapel
 
Wooden frame was burnt, which left behind the concrete  walls 
and an empty void

=
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Case study

School for the visually impaired

The design uses sensory design to integrate people with visual 
impairments. The ceiling heights are different, in order to 
create a difference in the way sound echoes. The walls are 
of different textures, to differentiate spaces with touch. The 
gardens produce different scents so that each space have a 
different smell.

The strategy of sensory design can be used to create the sense 
of memory within the design of the elderly music school.

Design:
SEA Labs

Location:
Gandhinagar, India

Completed: 
2021

(Dhrupad Shukla, Lakshay Bansal, Anand Sonecha, Aakash Dave, Bhagat 
Odedara, Aneesh Devi)
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Group/ Community Space

Individual Use

Amenities

Key:
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Serpentine pavilion 2011-Courtyard Case study 
 

Zumthor’s architecture utilises the sensory experience of memory. 
With the use of materials, and light.` This case study targets the entance 
courtyard.

1

 (Images: Serpentinegalleries.org)
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Design Outcome05
Floorplans
Elevations
 
Sections
Interior Elevations 
Exploded Axonometric
Renders
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Courtyard 
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Group Classrooms 
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First Floor Classrooms

First floor 
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The multi purpose 
hall is Multi 
functional and can 
be converted so 
that the space can 
be used for events, 
dancing and musical 
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Bui ld ing Regulat ions03
Part B Fire safety strategy
Number of People per floor
Travel Distance from remote points
Angle between travel routes
Compartmentation
Fire rated Doors

Part K Prevention of falling
Stairs
Handrails

Part M Accessibility
Accessible Toilets

Ramps

Lifts

Teapoint and 



Part B Fire safety strategy - Number of exits per floor



Part B Fire safety strategy - Travel Distances from remote points
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Fire Exit Features

Fire Exit Features

Door closer

Vision Panel

Backlit Fire exit sign

Contrasting Nosing

Emergency Light
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Part K Prevention of falling- Staircase Dimensions
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580 is between 550 and 700, 
therefore the stair dimensions 
conform to part K 
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