
HOSTEL +

The Courtyard
Once the beat ing heart  of  the neighbourhood,  The Old 

Savoy has  long been a  p lace where people  came together 

to  share a  s ingular  pass ion:  the movies .  Bui l t  in  the 

1890s,  th is  h istor ic  venue served as  a  v ibrant  hub of 

soc ia l  connect ion and art ist ic  express ion.  More than just 

a  bui ld ing ,  i t  was  a  gather ing p lace where stor ies  came to 

l i fe  and fr iendships  were formed in  the f l icker ing g low of 

the screen. 

Today,  the bui ld ing has  fa l len into d isrepair,  and th is 

proposal  envis ions  a  thoughtful  restorat ion of  the Old 

Savoy,  to  re imagine i t  as  a  v ibrant  hostel  that  not  only 

provide comfortable  accommodat ion for  a l l ,  but  a lso 

a  dynamic  cultura l  space for  a  new generat ion.  A  p lace 

where col laborat ion,  conversat ion,  and creat iv i ty  can 

once again  f lour ish. 

• 	 DERELICT BUILDING

•	 ACCOMMODATION

•	 SHARED FACIL IT IES

•	 FLEXIBIL ITY

•	 ADDED FUNCTION

CONSIDERATIONS

This  hostel  i s  des igned to  accommodate a  d iverse range of  users—

from solo  travel lers  to  large and smal l  groups—by offer ing f lex ib le 

and inc lus ive  spaces.  The sty le  fo l lows a  modern and t imeless 

approach,  us ing natural  e lements  to  create warmth and comfort . 

Emphasis  on open spaces  encourages  soc ia l  interact ion whi le 

a l lowing for  personal  retreat .  The result  i s  a  funct ional ,  welcoming 

environment that  adapts  to  d i fferent  needs and fosters  meaningful 

connect ions.

OBJECTIVE

EXISTING CONCEPT

This  concept  model   embodies  movement,  spat ia l  f low,  and 

interact ion.  I ts  curves  guide c i rculat ion,  creat ing dynamic 

exper iences  of  openness  and enclosure.  The des ign h ighl ights  how 

v isual  connect ions  can transform one’s  exper ience of  space.

The appl icat ion of  th is  concept  i s  achieved through the 

implementat ion of  the hel ica l  sta ircase.  I ts  shape creates 

dynamic  movement within  the vert ica l  c i rculat ion of  the spaces. 

The absence of  centra l  pole  to  the structure serves  a  more open 

sense and encourages  v isual  connect ions  between levels ,  b lurr ing 

boundar ies  between spaces,  re inforc ing the theory  that  v isual 

connect iv i ty  transforms the exper ience of  p lace.  This  concept  i s 

used throughout  the bui ld ing ,  strategica l ly  working a long with the 

stuctural  gr id ,  and us ing th is  as  part  of  the des ign e lement.

STRUCTURE

A new structure is  re instated in  the s i te 

to  support  newly  added f loors ,  a long 

with the ex ist ing  columns,  each space 

in  the bui ld ing is  cons idered to  work 

within  the gr id  of  the structure.

CIRCULATION

The addit ion of  these new f loors  required 

for  a  new insta l lat ion of  sta ircases  and 

a  l i f t  for  universa l  access .  The main 

sta ircase features  my concept,  whi le 

the back sta ircase considers  f i re  safety 

regulat ion.

• 	 NEW INTEGRATION OF STRUCTURE

•	 OPEN /  ADAPTABLE SPACES

•	 MAXIMISE NATURAL VENTILATION

SOLUTION



RECEPTION

LOBBY

CIRCULATION

LOUNGE

PLAY AREA

KITCHEN

DINING SPACES

COURTYARD

FUNCTION HALL

Spatial  Zoning at the Ground Floor

Welcomes users  at  the main entrance.

Wait ing space for  the users .

Upper-f loor  levels  access .

Chi l l -and-play  areas.

Cooking area with bar  seat ing.

Bangquet  tables  by  the panoramic  window.

Courtyard serves  as  breathing spaces.

Open space hal l  for  var ious  act iv i t ies .

Laundry room.

Ladies ’  |  Gents ’  to i lets .

Emergency ex i t .

Dining Spaces

Lobby AT THE RECEPTION

At the ground f loor,  an ‘open layout ’  i s  what  I  chose to  apply  to  the des ign.  This  strategy a l lowed 

for  the ground f loor  to  feel  more breathable  and less  conf ined.  This  a lso  created a  v isual  connect ion 

from the point  of  entry  to  the end of  the bui ld ing ,  which encourages  users  to  observe the bui ld ing 

the moment they enter,  creat ing a  sense of  fami l iar i ty  to  the space.  This  ‘ l ine of  s ight ’  i s  a lso  guided 

with the repet i t ion of  muted green columns a long the centra l  part  of  the ground f loor  p lan,  which not 

only  served as  structure of  the open-space p lan,  but  i t  a lso  served as  a  zoning e lement  of  the space. 

This  a l igns  with  Behrens’  descr ipt ion that  “Gesta lt  theory  expla ins  how we tend to  organize v isual 

e lements  into groups or  uni f ied wholes  when certa in  pr inc ip les  are  appl ied”  (Behrens,  1998,  p .  300) .  I 

chose to  incorporate natural  colours ,  in  contrast  with  the grey tones,  because th is  creates  balance and 

harmony,  especia l ly  with  the addit ion of  inter ior  greener ies .  Rompi l la  supports  th is  by  stat ing ,  “Color 

evokes  emotional  responses.  Green tends to  ca lm and refresh,  whi le  warm woods foster  comfort  and 

groundedness”  (Rompi l la ,  2005,  p .  84) .

Behrens,  R .R . ,  1998.  Art ,  des ign,  and Gesta l t  theory.  Leonardo,  31(4) ,  pp.299–303.

Rompi l la ,  E . ,  2005.  Color  for  Inter ior  Des ign.  Massachusetts :  Rockport  Publ ishers .
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RECEPTION

LIFT

MAIN STAIRCASE

CHILL-OUT AREA

KITCHEN

DINING SPACES

LAUNDRY

MEN’S TOILETS

LADIES’  TOILETS

COURTYARD

FUNCTION HALL

FIRE ESCAPE

STAFF KITCHEN /  DINING

STAFF OFFICE

4-B DORM

6-B DORM

COMMUNAL BATHROOMS

GALLERY /  BALCONY

STAFF BEDROOMS

STAFF BATHROOMS

LAUNDRY

STAFF LOCKERS

TWIN BEDROOMS

SINGLE BEDROOMS
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LEGEND
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GROUND FLOOR

FIRST  FLOOR

SECOND FLOOR



Story-tell ing Sessions

Mini-sports Day

Yoga Mornings

Movie  Nights

Physical  Model @ 1:50

The inc lus ion of  a  courtyard in  my hostel  des ign comes from my considerat ion for 

the overal l  human exper ience of  the space.  Green spaces  within  accommodat ion 

sett ings  contr ibute to  mental  wel lbeing ,  comfort  and soc ia l  interact ion.  By 

integrat ing a  natural ,  open space courtyard breaks  the conf inement  within 

the inter iors  and provides  a  sense of  ca lm and connect ion.  The courtyard 

goes  a l l  the way up to  the second f loor  of  the hostel ,  successful ly  balancing 

enclosed spaces  to  the open-air  environment.  This  corresponds with Altman 

and Low ’s  assert ion that  “place attachment  is  inf luenced by the capacity 

of  environments  to  fu l f i l l  emotional  and funct ional  needs such as  pr ivacy, 

fami l iar i ty,  and ident i ty ”  (Altman & Low,  1992,  p .  7) .  The courtyard cont inues 

to  use the balance of  rawness  and natural  through mater ia l i ty  choices  and 

nature incorporat ion.  This  des ign e lement  not  only  improves  spat ia l  qual i ty 

but  a lso  ref lects  a  thoughtful  approach to  human exper ience.

Altman,  I .  and Low,  S .M.,  1992.  P lace Attachment.  New York:  Spr inger.

A double  height  funct ion /  events  hal l  i s  my plus  funct ion for  my hostel  des ign for  the Savoy.  My v is ion of  th is  e lement  is  to  serve as  a  versat i le  and inc lus ive  space.  This  decis ion comes from the 

understanding that  hostel  guests  are  l ike ly  to  come from diverse  cultura l  backgrounds,  interests  and exper iences.  The hal l  i s  a  dynamic  sett ing  that  can accommodate a  wide range of  act iv i t ies , 

such as ,  soc ia l  gather ings,  cultura l  events ,  music  g igs ,  c lasses,  etc .  I ts  double-height  volume not  only  enhances  the spat ia l  exper ience  but  a lso  a l low for  a  v iewing point  f rom the f i rst-f loor 

ga l lery,  encouraging ‘cur ios i ty ’.  Addit ional ly,  the hal l  features  s l id ing /  fo ld ing g lass  wal ls  that  open direct ly  to  the courtyard,  creat ing a  seamless  trans i t ion from the ins ide to  the green outdoor 

space,  making the space more engaging.  French and Kahn note that  “pr ivacy,  terr i tor ia l i ty,  and control  over  space are essent ia l  in  promoting adjustment  and sat isfact ion in  shared environments” 

(French & Kahn,  1962,  p .  37) .

French,  R .D.  and Kahn,  R .L . ,  1962.  Adjustment  to  the col lege dormitory.  Journal  of  Soc ia l  I ssues,  18(1) ,  pp.29–49.

Courtyard + Function Hall  Section @ 1:100



Big  windows for  each room, 

provides  natural  vent i lat ion.

S l id ing pocket  wal l  a l low 

for  b igger  groups.

6 -  12 PERSON BEDROOM

PHYSICAL MODEL 1:20

The bunk bed features  a  modular, 

space-eff ic ient  des ign with sturdy metal 

f raming and warm wooden panels . 

Each unit  inc ludes  indiv idual  storage 

compartments  and integrated shelv ing , 

combining funct ional i ty  with  a  c lean, 

modern aesthet ic .

Physical  Model @ 1:100

BALCONY SCREEN
accordion- l ike  screen 

to  provide shading.

EXPLODED AXONOMETRIC

Staff  spaces  are  a l l  located in  the front  bui ld ing of 

the hostel ,  separat ing pr ivate  use from the publ ic .

The spat ia l  arrangement separates  the pr ivate  and 

communal  areas  to  enhance both funct ional i ty  and 

comfort .  The bedroom spaces  are  a l l  s i tuated in 

the upper  f loors  of  the hostel ,  provid ing a  greater 

sense of  pr ivacy,  secur i ty  and quiet  –  away from 

the busy environment of  the ground f loor.

The ground f loor  i s  where a l l  the communal  spaces 

are  located.  This  decis ion is  made to  intent ional ly 

gather  the users  and create soc ia l  interact ions. 


