
The museum of shifting grounds & grains

About:

Key:

Plan, originally 
drawn 1:500

A living museum shaped by butterflies, ritual, and return. Corn 
dollies are made, displayed, then transformed into baked goods. 
Brick walls breathe. Seasons turn. Rammed chalk with seeds 
dissolves back into chalky soil. This is a space of memory and 
transformation, where nothing stays still, and everything shifts in 
rhythm with the seasons. 
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Cycles and 
Transformations on 
the Site

Seasonal corn dolly 
and composting cycle

Seasonal corn dolly 
and composting cycle

2 Wheat paper cycle

Wheat paper 
cycle

Consuming 
the memory 
of the past 

displayCompost area 
degrades 
seasonal corn 
dollies

Wheat grows 
and gets 
harvested

Wheat gets made 
into corn dollies

The shaking 
structure causes 
pieces of wheat 
to fall

Community 
shares the baked 
goods, consuming 
the memory of the 
past 

Corn dollies 
get made

They get 
displayed in the 
shaking structure 
through the 
winter 

Wheat keeps for 
several months 

During the spring 
equinox, community 
members remove the 
display, take it home, 
grind it into flour, 
and bake goods to 
return to the site

Corn dollies get 
displayed in the 
shaking structure

Organic matter 
scooped up and 
mixed with 
wastepaper to 
form wheat 
paper

The wheat paper 
is used for notes 
of gratitude to 
help with 
seasonal 
depression 

Linking back to the 
ritualistic roots of 
corn dollies, these 
notes are cast into 
the fire for release 
and to give thanks

North area that the 
North column sits in

Winter Glory

East area that the 
East column sits in

South area that the 
South column sits in

West area that the 
West column sits in

Each segment symbolises a season 
with a specific plant, aligned with the 
original structure's cardinal points. 
Brick columns offer tactile instructions 
for making corn dollies, guiding users 
through the seasonal progression.
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New Zealand Flax

Iris Pseudacorus 

It rains 

Rainwater is 
harvested through 
guttering systems 

Some is used for 
the butterflies

Used for watering 
crops and plants









The museum of shifting grounds & grains

Spring isolators are strategically positioned in 
the substructure to facilitate movement in the 
corn dolly display area. This approach 
significantly enhances how people engage with 
the space. Users can subtly shake the butterflies 
out of the structure as needed, create captivating 
rustling sounds from the corn dollies overhead, 
and even prompt certain elements to drop for the 
wheat paper station.


