
1:30 East facing section, Amphi, Hollingbury Hill fort, Brighton.  8am

Fire smoulders from the previous occupants.  
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https://c8.alamy.com/comp/RP4B09/side-view-of-a-female-hiker-sitting-on-a-hill-enjoying-
the-view-from-the-top-senior-woman-sitting-relaxed-on-a-rock-after-her-trek-RP4B09.jpg

Paloma Wool CAD model https://eu.palomawool.com
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ANCIENT GRAFITTI AND THE DECOMPOSITION OF RICON
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Ricon can be drilled and sawn with both manual and electric 
tools after ramming. Traditional chalk walls have to be 
rammed wih formers to create holes, Ricon has the structural 
integrity to be drilled post-ramming. It’s organic facade is 
can be altered (as seen above and right), by removing 
1-2mm off the facade. This reveals a strata of material, that 
would remain slightly different in each standard piece which 
is a hommage to the materials completely natural structure. 

As oppossed to traditional chalk walls, Ricon 
can rammed in the same way but with a 
width as small as 250mm. It is also ideal for 
ramming non-standard shapes, particularly 
curves and sharp corners; as seem in the 
hexagonal design of the Hollingbury Hill Fort 
Amphi. 

The material is treated in the same way as normal chalk 
when ramming, aside from the addition of water in between 
layers, and water once removed from the former. For 
a slower reaction the water sprayed after the former is 
removed can be omitted—the iron will still react to the 
moisture in the atmoshphere. In it’s immediate state it has an 
appearance similar to corten steel, if this was a desired look 
it could be further enhances in a more controlled test.

Phase 3 of Future Ruins dictates that the Amphi be dismantled to the point where it is safe for the community to appropriate it as 
they please. It was important to understand how the Ricon would react to physical interactions such as Grafitti. The Ricon exterior 
is also expected to disintergrate at a faster rate than the interior, this is in accordance with the code; the idea being that the 
Ricon will return to the land that it came from. So it was also important to understand how the material reacts to large quantities 
of water, which it would naturally be exposed to over time.  

In conjunction with the code, a component 
or standard piece of amplified material 
will travel to the next Amphi site, to be 
impregnated in the build. This is a way of 
leaving breadcrumbs for future archaeologists 
to link the Amphi as a interconnecting global 
collective.  
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Half the test remains covered, 
whilst the other is exposed to 
water.

Cellulose in the spray paint cures 
and creates a skin over the 
chalk it covers. Meaning that it 
is somewhat protected from the 
weather.

Two weeks after, you begin to see 
how the grafitti covered parts of 
the Ricon project outwards.
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Above: cast slipper-crete. Right: Powder lime made from slipper limpets with the addition of brick dust.
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Highest ash to clay powder ratio Lowest ash to clay powder ratio

Above: Floor tile with ash glaze depicting a chalk figure effigy.

The Circular Approach

Above: Test Roof tile, ash and iron.
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Phase 3: Amphi Appropriation & Journey to Ruin
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South elevation of the Brighton Amphi, Hollingbury Hill fort 
Eastern elevation of the Brighton Amphi, Hollingbury Hill fort 

North elevation of the Brighton Amphi, Hollingbury Hill fort Eastern elevation of the Brighton Amphi, Hollingbury Hill fort 

South facing section, Dig AE0B44 
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