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.This pro!'ect was.created tf) In a survey conducted in 2022 (Deloitte, 2022) e project aims to overcome the biggest problem in terms aof
increase interest in and build people in the UK were asked: “WHAT ARE THE sustainability, which is the lack of information and interest. A
awareness in sus.talnablllty, while MAIN OBSTACLES TO PURSUING A SUSTAINABLE but jusesdentswaste. Look after the natural interactive exhibition and practical workshops and activities have
helping to V|suaI|s.e the effects of LIFESTYLE?’ worldsand theanimals in it and the plants in it been designed for this purpose. '
waste pollution on the : too. [HRisSSIS their planet as well as ours.

environment. The Middle Ground
is an educational sustainability
centre which consists of two
parts, an educational area in the
form of an exhibition and a
practical area in the form of
workshops. It is based in the city
centre of Leicester and aimed at

people in the age group of 18 to i
30. ' SX70751d they lack intecestifem

DON’T WASTE THEM.'
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id Attenborough

THE EXHIBITION,
which is made up of
five different par

Y ._ 52% said it’s too expensive

EXHIBITION
FLYTHROUGH

aims to show in an interactive way how much our everyday consumer
decisions affect the environment. It ranges from the amount of
plastic and micro-plastic that surrounds us, to the impact on the
ocean caused by our household waste and disasters caused by the
over-exploitation of natural resources, to the amount of waste
produced on average by each of us in just one month. Through its
appearance and sensory design, the exhibition becomes easier to
remember and encourages people to spread the message about it.
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Through THE WORKSHOPS, visitors have the opportunity to
receive information about sustainability and how to change their
daily habits to be more environmentally friendly. The learning area
consists of spaces for both hands-on learning and discussion.
Situated in a separate part of the building with a direct entrance, the
learning area invites visitors to explore it more often, with its
school-like functionality. -
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THE SITE ADVANTAGES

Working with a Grade I
listed building, allowed to

use what already exist as

well as create a link with 4%
the history of the building, gk
which previously served as

an educational institution.

Located on the edge of the city centre and the De
Montfort University campus, the area is frequently
visited by young people, falling into the target age
group.

I
I The history of this grade Il listed building dates back to the
I sixteenth century, where a hospital stood in its place.
I From 1876-1976, it served as the Wyggeston Grammar
Leicester is an hour's drive from cities such as Birmingham and Nottingham I School for Boys, attended by boys from 11 to 16 years old.
and less than two hours drive from London. One of the school's students was David Attenborough,
The building is located in the city center, exactly in the historical quarter, I closely associated with environmental protection.
which gives access to many museums and exhibitions. Its located right next I Restoring the educational unit to the building would
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to Leicester’s Cathedral, which is often visited by tourists. It is close to the mean restoring it to its first function and the youthful

Highcross and Haymarket shopping malls, as well as many restaurants and energy that had surrounded the building for many years.
cafes. The building is situated on the edge of Jubilee’s Square, an open Designing an exhibition about the protection of the
public space, which often holds different attractions and celebrations. On environment in this building is connected with §_ymboli§m, -
aneVerydaybaSIS,It’SameetlngpOInt,WherepeOpIeSpeﬂdUmetOgether. Wheresomethingoldcanbetransformedinto“something T T T T T T T T TTTT NI YTNYTYTYNYTYTYNYTYTYNTETT "t T YT YNYTYYYITYOYTOSYTOYTOYY Yy

new and useful. 3

Located in the historic quarter, the area is popular with people ¢
visiting Leicester. With a variety of exhibitions and museums,
the area attracts people of all ages. I‘

Main measures taken to ensure that the project
achieves its objective of educating about
sustainability.

(

Make the exhibition
appealing to target audience
by modernising the building,
while working with the
constrains of a Grade Il listed
building
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Use of sustainable materials :
and solutions that are equally I;
part of the intention to educate |}
about the changing of habits
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The exhibition carries information and
messages mainly through symbols and
metaphors integrated in the design process.
The colourful and friendly design changes
meaning once it is understood that the chosen
materials and shapes represent the
surrounding plastic. Appearance plays an
important role, as it encourages people to
take photos, which in turn will be added to
social media accounts, thus encouraging
further interested people to \visit the
exhibition, thus increasing the reach of all
those who learn about sustainability.

DO

YOURSELE

A major part of the project focuses on offering
information about sustainability through workshops
and classes. This gives visitors the opportunity to take
in information in a practical way. The space offers space
for both group learning and individual learning. What's
more, with a space suitable for working, the site
encourages research and study about new ways of
approaching sustainability.

“Bringing nature into the classroom
can kindle a fascination and passion
for the diversity of life on earth and
can motivate a sense of
responsibility to safeguard it.”
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Changes applied to make exhibition more
successful

Because the building is Grade Il listed and because of its
previous use for a school, its layout was complicated and
consisted of many different floor heights within one level.

This resulted in the building having to be divided into two
parts, thus separating the exhibition from the workshops.

Two extensions were attached to the building, the first to allow a
dedicated space for The Oil Room and the second to create an
accessible entrance for the exhibition

Using what already existed, the other exhibitions were designed
to fit the spaces

Using the height and size of the room to design an exhibition that
highlights the contrast between the amount of waste we create
and the average human size

Using the existing layout of the building to create a linear way of
visiting the exhibition

The workshops, located in a separate part of the building, allow
for use on a school basis

Open space encouraging group discussions and lectures by guest
speakers

Workshops provided with equipment that allows you to
experiment and create

Booths allowing for learning in smaller groups or independently

Classrooms enabling themed activities

ORDER OF EXPLORING THE EXHIBITION

. The Ball Pit

. The tanks
. The Oil Room
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. Main entrance to exhibition
. Entrance to The Plastic Room
. The Plastic Room

. Introduction area for The Underwater Experience
. Mapping projection area

. Staircase leading to The Waste Room

10. Entrance to The Waste Room

11. The Waste Room introduction area

12. The Waste Room

13. Central staircase leading to the ground floor and its
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SECTION AA
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MATERIAL BOARD
SECTION BB

SUSTAINABLE

As the project is focusing on the effects of
people’s ways of living on the environment,
the finishes used come from sustainable
sources, are recycled or can be recycled.
The use of sustainable materials is a proof
that many solutions are available and can
be applied for different purposes.

The finishes used in The Plastic Room, The
Ball Pit and The Waste Room are made
from post-industrial plastic waste. Their
colours show the variety and ammounts of
produced waste and therefore are great
representatives of it in the design.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT IS UP

SUSTAIN STORE.

rt of the project is the
ainable store will not
elp change a person’s
ural one, but will also
mation about materials
re made of recycled
e easily reused.
the store matches the
ct display is organic and
aterials as the exhibition.
tall installation made of
s, representing what
when they buy a reusable




