
PALACE THEATRE HOTEL 
SWANSEA
ANNA GRESLE FARTHING

The Palace Theatre Hotel is located in an abandoned Grade II listed theatre in the centre of 
Swansea, Wales built in 1888. Abandoned in 2007, and surviving an arson attack in 2019, without 
this development, one of the most prominent and iconic buildings in the city would be lost forever. 
The theatre has a rich history, with a range of famous performers and many original architectural 
features, such as the decorative iron railings and plaster pros arch. The design includes a guest 
lounge with private café (pictured above), a bar and restaurant open to the public, as well as a 
range of unique suites.



A RICH SOURCE OF INSPIRATION... 
One of the most important reasons for the success of this 
project was the building selection. The Palace Theatre has such 
a vast and interesting history to take inspiration from. From the 
architecture and people who performed on stage to its many 
reincarnations, such as a cinema and club. Then adding to this 
is the abundance of inspiration that can be taken from Swansea 
and Wales, such as the traditional crafts of blanket and quilt 
making, as well as the once booming Swansea porcelain trade.

ANNA GRESLE FARTHING

Anthony Hopkins
Maudie Edwards

Original Theatre Posters
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Welsh Blankets & Quilts
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Chris Williams’ Cardiff National 
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A young Charlie Chaplin in ‘The 
Eight Lancashire Lads’ c.1899

Welsh Stick Chair with 
Welsh Blanket

Welsh Love Spoon
‘The Queen of Music 
Hall’ -Marie Lloyd



THE INTERIOR DESIGN...

For example, the colour pallet for the spaces was determined by those found in different examples of 
Swansea Porcelain, so each space felt different, yet had the same tone. The panelling on the ceiling 
on the ground floor was inspired by the patterns found in Welsh blankets, gilded in antique gold to 
add to the drama of this theatre. And finally, the brass showgirl legs of the bar located on the stage. 
These not only add to the sense of theatrical design but are in reference to the scandalously dressed 
music hall performers that the theatre showcased. 

The interior design in its traditional sense is obviously very important. However, 
the inspiration for these designs comes mainly from the building and surrounding 
area. Every element is a reference to something, not simply put there to look cool 
or because it was on a Pinterest board. This is what creates the initial impact and 
heavily roots the design in this particular project. 

GUEST LOUNGE & CAFE (GROUND FLOOR) BAR (FIRST FLOOR STAGE AREA)
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CONSIDERATION OF MATERIALS...
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By considering the selection of 
materials, fixtures and furniture more 
deeply, when paired with the 
site-inspired interior design creates a 
scheme which not only looks, but also 
feels authentic to the building and location. 

HOPKINS SUITE (SECOND FLOOR)

RESTAURANT (FIRST FLOOR)

Extensive research was done into locally produced 
materials as well as local artisans. There was also 
consideration of the materials’ appropriateness 
to the building, such as the 19th century range of 
wallpaper from Little Greene, as well as reworked 
vintage and antique furniture sourced from local 
antique dealers. Every material selected was either 
a reference to the theatre or Swansea and Wales. 

Exploration of more 
unconventional ways of 
using these materials was 
also used. One such 
example is the broken 
chandelier installation in 
the restaurant. The design 
reflects the ‘faded glamour’ 
of the building’s abandoned 
state. As well as using 
crystals from reclaimed 
chandeliers, the design 
incorporates shards of 
broken Swansea Porcelain, 
which was world renowned 
for its translucent 
properties. 



CREATING A FULL EXPERIENCE...
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The thing that really pushes this project proposal 
is the consideration of the design beyond the 
classic preconceptions of interior design. The 
Palace Theatre Hotel aims to be a unique 
experience of Swansea and this amazing building. 
Every single element of the customer’s’ interaction 
with the space has been carefully curated from the 
food and drink they consume to the scents they 
smell. 

The food in the restaurant will be reimagined 
Welsh classics cooked using local produce, and 
the bar will only serve a selection of 
beverages produced locally, as well as custom 
cocktails created using spirits from local 
distilleries. All of the bathroom soaps as well as 
the amenities provided in welcome hampers for 
the rooms will be sourced from local businesses, 
as well as creating a signature Palace Theatre 
Hotel scent in collaboration with Gower Coast 
Crafts used throughout the building. 

Not only does this help to provide business to the 
local area, but also acts as a celebration of what 
Swansea has to offer and will hopefully encourage 
guests to purchase from them during and long 
after their stay.

STOLL SUITE (SECOND FLOOR)

Pomegranate Smash with 
Breindal Welsh Vodka

Cucumber Mint Gimlet 
with Cygnet Dry Gin

Blackcurrant Bramble 
with Cygnet Dry Gin

Ginger Daiquiri with Barti 
Spiced Rum

Pineapple Mojito with 
Barti Spiced RumDo Not Disturb sign

Cygnet Dry Gin Mini

Welsh Shortbread

Gower Coast Crafts custom 
collaberation scent candle

Satin Sleep Mask

Chantler Teas Welsh 
Afternoon Loose Tea

Cocoa Mumbles Handmade 
Pillow Chocolates

SPECIALITY COCKTAILS

Victorian Coins to 
use in the Penny 
Archade Machines in 
the Guest Lounge


