HIGHLIFE

A Spatial Knot Tying the Community to the
Coastline

Highlife is a rejuvenation project of North Berwick Harbour
aiming to revitalize the historic site, bringing new life to
the area, and creating a more accessible, vibrant and
collaborative waterfront destination.

At the heart of the project is the new walkway, which has
been inspired by the captivating forms of sailing knots and
sails. The design houses a communal hub which redefines
the coastal landscape, offering a range of amenities and
attractions for visitors and local residents alike. Inside the hub
there is a local restaurant and art gallery in an open space
with panoramic views of the old harbour and North Berwicks
coastline. In addition to the community hub the walkway
design also incorporates a tidal saltwater lido, thoughtfully
designed to blend in with the surrounding landscape.

~ The rejuvenation project also includes improvements to the

~_harbour infrastructure, making the sea more accessible to
boats, to benefit local clubs and harbour users. Improved
boat storage frees space for the community and clubs to
collaborate in a market area, pavilion and changing and
meeting rooms for clubs and charities. The walkway also
showcases innovative design through its implementation of
wind powered seating pods which shelters moves according
to the wind direction, making the space more accessible in all
weathers.
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DINGHY PARK
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BOAT MOORING POINT AND
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COMMUNITY COLLABORATION THROUGHOUT
DESIGN PROCESS
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Throughout the design process |
interviewed different harbour users
such as local business owners, club MU
members and charity volunteers AN AW

to gain information on what they
thought was needed in the new
harbour design. This gave me
direction regarding improvements

Art Hut Ladies

that could be made to create a MM‘“““\
space that catered for all harbour
users.
W ') ’siﬁ/éw{;:?
}Zi»‘ c fﬁgvﬁ.yg"} ree
f :‘

= u
y’ {}amﬁ szﬁ?/f’”w

. Eg.-.—«ar Y, — r g‘

Y ' - Y.

o LW A #,"&aq
.

Alison

Member of North
Berwick Rowing
Club
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PERSONAL CONNECTION TO PROJECT

CHILDHOOD PICTURES AND MEMORIES home. My dad grew up in its waters sailing every opportunity
he had. This lead to me gaining sea legs from the age of

5, going down to visit my grandparents every weekend.

The highlight of my week was a sail, taken out on the water
by my Papa on his beloved boat Highlife. This allowed

me to have my own primary research on the site as | have
experienced issues first hand as a harbour user.
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PAPA’S TOOL BOX

| used my papas tool box as one of the main inspirations for
the design process, exploring his own hand made pullies as

spaces through sketches and models. N
SKETCH MODEL AND COLLAGES EXPLOR/NG PULLIES




1. DINGHY PARK

Improved boat storage frees space
in the dinghy park for a local market
area, pavilion and changing and
meeting rooms for clubs and
charity’s. This provides a new vibrant
destination for more community
based collaboration to happen.

The collaboration of facilities in the
redesign of the exisiting structures
caters to the needs of different club
members, providing both functional
and social spaces that encourages
members of different clubs to bond.

CLUB HOUSE HARBOUR HOUSE

The club house offers dedicated racks to accommodate boats, paddle The harbour house offers public changing room facilities along with toliets and showers which
boards, rowing boats and kayaks to ensure equipment remains organised have disabled access. This space is where the harbours resident charities are housed: the
and protected. There are communal social spaces for all club members to lobster hatchery and beach wheelchair club.

socialise along with shared equipment storage.
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2. COMMUNAL HUB
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The communal hub
relocates the lobster
shack restaurant, allowing
customers to take in

the coastal views whilst
eating fresh seafood
which they can pick from
the lobster tank. The
ground floor is an open
space for locals and
visitors to take the views
whilst admiring local art in
the exhibition space.
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3. BOAT MOORING POINT
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A new boat mooring point on the
walkway allows members from
different clubs to rig up their boats
and access the water easier by the
integrated launch pad.

COLLAGE EXPLORING SAIL BOAT
WIRES AND SAILS

The seating pods bases are supported by a series
of wheels and bearings that allow it to rotate 360
degrees. The wind vain attached to the back uses the
wind to power the movement to provide the correct
shelter protection to suit the weather, making the seats
functionable in all weathers.

SKETCH MODEL

COLLAGE EXPLORING THE SHAPES SAILS
MAKE IN THE WATER




