
PROJECT BRIEF 

This project responds to the climate emergency by proposing to convert Gracemount Mansion, a historical building in 
Edinburgh, into a vibrant community library. The design project proposes a contemporary multipurpose space that 
promotes learning, creativity and social interaction while preserving its architectural heritage. By conserving resources, 
reducing waste and extending the building's lifespan, adaptive reuse is a sustainable response to abandoned or 
underutilised heritage buildings. Aligning with circular economy principles this project seeks to utilise reclaimed 
materials wherever possible, improve energy efficiency in the building and maximise the use of natural light to reduce 
the overall environmental impact and preserve the accumulated energy invested in the structure throughout its 
lifespan. This proposal also focuses on a selected space to propose a creative, energy efficient daylighting and artificial 
lighting strategy that serves to tell the stories and narrative of the library.
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A library is a Living Story Box 

Libraries are custodians of our heritage and 
knowledge. By empowering the community through 
knowledge of their past, realities of their present and 
hopes for their future, we can strengthen 
community identity and foster understanding and 
inclusivity thus creating a more holistic future for the 
people of Gracemount. To me, a library is not a 
passive space, but an active one that breathes and 
adapts with the community it serves. 

My goal for this project is to establish a library 
environment that not only houses books but also 
facilitates moments of reflection and 
promotes knowledge exchange and collaboration 
within the community whilst responding to the 
climate emergency
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Existing layout of Gracemount Mansion, exploded axonometric 
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Liberton Parish, Edinburgh I 1780s

Locally known as The Mansion, Gracemount House was originally built in 1780 and has undergone numerous 
alterations while being inhabited by various tenants over the years. It is a B-listed building under Historic 
Environment Scotland and is considered of national importance. The Mansion was originally a private 
residence but later changed into a home for nurses and later on turned into the longest running youth club in 
Scotland- the GracemountYouth and Community Centre. 
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Interior features of the building: 

1. Main stairs located on upper
ground floor

2. Original windows and ceiling
cornice

3. Original skylights around the
mansion












