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CHILD ADOPTION RESEARCH STATISTICS UK

There are:

Children up for adoption in the UK each  
year. Most are school age and 50% have siblings 
which they need to be placed with.

6 THOUSAND 

6 HUNDRED 
Children are in the care of local authorities in Bristol alone. 

70% 
Of adoptive parents said they struggle to revive the help 
and support they need for their child.

Q U O T E S

“There are so many kids in this world, and in this country, that 
need homes. And so we're perfectly content to look into 
adoption one day, if for some reason we aren't able to have a 
biological child.”  

Lisa Ling, 2020

Initial diagraming exploring concepts and strategies. These sketches help to quickly understand what I am trying to do 
inside of my host building. The sketches show scale and layout within the early stages of concept planning. 

Here at Orizuru users are encouraged to form connections with others. The centre is designed for multiple users but 
mainly with the children in focus. The design has been focused around the term ‘thera-play’. This term Theraplay is a 
structured form of play therapy supporting parents and children to feel more connected. The aim is to enhance 
attachment, self-esteem and trust in others. The ground floor acts as a social interactive play ground for all users 
entering the building.  

KEY TAKE OUTS: 

+ SURROUNDING AREA 
+ MULTITUDE OF SPACES 
+ INSTALLATION WOW FACTOR  
+ FLOOR SCAPES 
+ STRUCTURE  
+ LOUD AND QUIET ZONES



As a society can we, through design support these vulnerable children? 

ORIZURU ADOPTION CENTRE:

The ORIZURU adoption centre populates the  Former Generator station 
building in Bristol. Within its walls it now holds a busy Adoption HQ for 
families, foster parents and vulnerable children across the UK. It’s a centre 
that encourages theraplay, expression and connections.  

It’s key focus is to create a space that is welcoming, a space that 
demonstrates a safe environment, provides some degree of privacy but at 
the same time does not interfere with the staffs needs to monitor the users 
and their wellbeing. 

At the centre users will be encouraged to connect through personalising the 
environment they are in. This will be through art, furniture and therapy. 

“Self Expression” and finding a “Identity” is encouraged at ORIZURU. This 
gives the users of the centre somewhere they feel safe and can belong too 
upon their journeys.

“Every child deserves a home and love. Period.”

A D A P T A B L E F I N D I N G  I D E N T I T Y M A K I N G  C O N N E C T I O N S T O G E T H E R N E S S S A F T E Y

P E R S O N A L I S E M O D U L A R S U S T A I N A B L E   C H O I C E S C H I L D  F R I E N D L Y

NARRATIVE 

No matter what yesterday was like,  birds always start the day with a new song.

S C A R L E T N O A H

SIBLING GROUP  
“All about us” Noah & Scarlett. Real life user profiles, both images and names have been 
changed for confidential reasons AGES 

6 and 4 years old 

FOSTER CARE 
Redcliffe, Bristol 1 year 



USER FEELINGS: 

+ ANXIOUS  
+ NERVOUS 
+ SHY  
+ CONFUSED 
+ WORRIED 
+ ALONE 
+ EMOTIONAL  

USER NEEDS: 

+ SUPPORT 
+ A COMMUNAL SPACE TO MEET OTHER CHILDREN IN CARE 
+ PLAY FACILITIES  
+ SOMEWHERE TO CALL THEIR OWN 
+ EDUCATION AND GUIDANCE  
+ SENSE OF BELONGING AND ACCEPTANCE  

RESPONSE: 

U N D E R S T A N D I N G 
T H E I R  N E E D S:
What are they going through?

AN ADOPTION CENTRE FOR BOTH CHILDREN AND ADULTS PRE AND POST 
ADOPTION PROCESS. 
A COMMUNAL EFFORT TO SUPPORT THE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES.  

WORKSHOPS,PLAYSCAPES,EDUCATION FACILITIES, CONNECTIONS, 
THERAPY AND COURSES  
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PLAY FLOOR SCAPE, THERAPLAY, 
WELCOMING 

CHILD FRIENDLY CAFE, 
PERSONALISATION FURNITURE 
AND EVENTS 

ORIGAMI MAKING 
STATIONS,MINDFULNESS AREAS, 
THERAPY SUPPORT

ADOPTION SUPPORT TEAM, STAFF 
AREAS, STORAGE AND RESOURCES 

THE SCHEDULE OF ACCOMMODATION 

What happens at ORIZURU?

Every space has been designed to fit the users wants and needs. The main  
concept of orizuru and the scheme is to enable the users of the space to 
play, bond and connect with one another.  

Certain areas have been set up for the children to express their thoughts and 
feelings through therapy and thera-play. Other areas and floors host event 
spaces for new adoptive parents and foster carers. 

The centre will work closely with all family backgrounds to ensure they get 
the best support for them at their point of need at whatever age or stage. 

Learning is an on going process for all parents and especially adoptive 
parents, so orizuru will be a great place centre to nurture experience so they 
can develop, grow and achieve. 

Events, activities, workshops, and consultations will be held here at 
orizuru.



HUGE BIRD BREAKING 
THROUGH FLOORS

DIAGRAM SHOWING THE MAIN INSTALLATION 

This diagram shows how the floor scape and birds are 
technically constructed and bolted to the floor. Made from a 
timber baton frame the floor scape then has the newly 
designed material “WOOD-SKIN”  on top of the structure.  

The WOOD-SKIN creates interesting shapes and facets that 
the children can climb upon. The facets will  also create 
different shadows on the floor which will be an appealing 
visual to the children.

FACETED CIRCULATION 
CORE ELEVATION WALL
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