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Kiln is an inclusive, rent stabilized and ceramics led initiative 
providing transitonal housing for displaced LGBTQ+ youth. Kiln works 
collaboratively with The Men’s Room and AKT, aiming to break the 
cycle of poverty and housing instability for the LGBTQ+ community.

 The collaboration is aimed to educate, house and uplift memebrs 
of this marginalized community, using ceramics as a form of self 
expression. Kiln is designed as a model scheme to initiate continuous 
improvement and development of necessary housing for some of the 
most vulnerable within our society. Kiln provides 11 accesible housing 
units, supported and ran by experienced charity workers.

k i l n 

what is kiln?
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- Gayatri  

Undersating the protagonist and their needs

The process of coming out emobied in the process of ceramics

Pottery enables for improvements in flow and spontaneity, 
provides an outlet for grief, and helps with self-identification, self-
expression, confidence and self-esteem.

The metaphorical journey to kiln 
Homelessness services for LGBTQ+ people know there is 
a serious problem with domestic and family abuse leading 
to people losing and forced out of their homes, but gov-
ernments in UK are failing to collect data that could lead 
to better services.

When LGBTQ+ youth feel as though they don’t fit in, based 
on thier identity, They are drawn to “beacon cities” like 
Brighton, London or Manchester, with the idea that it could 
be where they belong due to their established LGBTQ+ 
communities.

The problem is that there’s a perception it’s going to be 
better to be LGBTQ+ and homeless in those regions, be-
cause of the LGBTQ+ communities already there. But peo-
ple travelling there for that reason don’t have local connec-
tions, and the reality of that is without a local connection 

Visual embodying the protagonist’s journey to kiln, The weather representing the prejudice faced.

- The removal of hat and gloves representing a 
transition in temperature and in life

Rough sleeping on the streets can be particularly dangerous for 
members of the LGBTQ+ community. Offences against gay and 
lesbian people has doubled since 2014, and trebled against 
trans people. In terms of homelessness, The Albert Kennedy 
Trust found that LGBTQ+ youths are significantly more likely to 
experience targeted violence, sexual exploitation, substance 
misuse, and physical and mental health problems than any 
other homeless youth. There can be high levels of transactional 
sex and the exploitation of vulnerable, gay men – it’s similar to 
the situations some homeless women may find themselves in.

Rough sleeping

Research shows LGBTQ+ young 
people are more likely to find 

themselves homeless than their non-
LGBTQ+ peers. Only 3% of the UK 
population identify as LGBTQ+, but 
make up around 24% of the young 

The process of coming out emobied in the process of ceramics

Gayatri is a trans woman who has facing homelessness 
on the streets of, originally from London but arriving 
up north, looking for a “cheaper” place to establish 
themselves based on Manchesters established queer 
community. Gayatri was foced out of their family home 
after coming out. Five months on, after seeing Gayatri 
on three seperate occasions, adequate safe housing 
is still not available. They explained how it is required 
for them to be homeless for 6 months to be concidered 
for any help which means Gayatri has had no option 
to physcially de-transition, effecting their mental health 

Why it is important
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explan what it is 
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1. Security office
2. Internal garden
3. Communal living area
4. Consultation room
5. Communal courtyard 
6. Three bedroom unit 
7. One bedroom unit
8. One bedroom unit
9. One bedroom unit
10. One bedroom unit
11. Three bedroom unit
12. Two bedroom unit
13. Two bedroom unit

KEY

14. Ceramic studio entrance 
15. Cloakroom 
16. Moulding area 
17. Double height shelving
18. Washing up station 
19. Pottery wheels
20. Glazing area
21. Firing area
22. Finished product shelving
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not to scaleSection B, through both internal courtyards

not to scaleSection C, through internal courtyard and ceramic studio.

Diespeker Terrazzo 
countertop

Diespeker Terrazzo 
countertop

Vertical stack clay 
facing bricks

Natural nordic birch 
plywood pannels

C

D

Two internal courtyards carved out fo the existing structure to let in light and create communal areas for residents. Fluidity and organic forms are 
prominant throughout the scheme like this table wrapped around the table 

Kiln ceramic studio - a place for self expression and an opportunity for the residents to connect with the local community, embedding them into a 
community
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Living and kitchen area in one of the three bedroom unit. Pop of blue Private bedroom in a three bedroom unit - visualised in winter to refrence their transition into the scheme and in life. All 
units have built in shelving and pegs to personalise the bedrooms whilst keeping it easy to move if necessary.

Diespeker Terrazzo 
countertop

nordic birch 
plywood

Powder coated 
steel

C D

sofa design for private units to create a space for conversation and to 
create a feeling of home ‘ your place on the sofa ‘
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t a k e  a  s e a t
Inspired by a poem by Morgan Harper Nichols, take a seat is a scheme designed to support and connect members of the lgbtq+ community, sharing and capturing queer memories and displaying them in ceramic form. The scheme is designed to begin a conversation on fair housing as well as promote kiln and other local resources, supporting 
youth before the worst possible situation. This all begins with a question, what makes you different? this is in place to encourage an emotional response, leading to an organic physical response at Kiln’s Ceramic Studio - supporting and connecting lgbtq+ youth to already established communities.




