
I N D O O R  G A R D E N

T H E  S I T E

E L N E C O T
A P A R T M E N T S

Elnecot Apartments is located in Ancoats, Manchester. It hosts 
a set of 10 affordable micro-apartments, purposefully designed 
for young professionals, with communal spaces, including a 
vast indoor garden at the centre that provides different areas 
to promote a social way of living. The scheme uses these key 
features to encourage a positive and welcoming living space 
while tackling real world problems that young people face.
 
The current financial climate for first time buyers is steadily 
becoming more unachievable due to extremely high housing 
prices, an issue that initiated the design process of Elnecot 
Apartments. Biophilic design is incorporated throughout, as 
studies show that people are happier, healthier, and much 
more productive when they are in regular contact with plants, 
natural light, and natural materials. The interior of this space 
juxtaposes the busy and bustling city centre and can be used 
as an escape for not only the tenants but also the public. 

The shift in house prices and the cost of living vastly effects 
young people so as part of the tenancy there is a financial 
scheme devised to ensure tenants put money away each 
month for a deposit on a house in the future. 

T H R E S H O L D  D E S I G N

The tenants of Elnecot Apartments are at the centre of the design process, not 
only with the apartments but for the rest of the building. The threshold Design 
ensures there is a welcoming front entrance for the public, and also a private 
secure side entrance to get to the apartments.

The angled canopy above the pivot door is to emulate an angled window pre-
existing to the site. This key feature was carried through in multiple different 
areas including the shape of the void.

The Site is 110 Oldham Road, Ancoats, 
Manchester. Currently houses The Mustard 
Tree who are an organisation that help to 
combat poverty and help the homeless 
community. 
The site prompted many design decisions 
due to its central location, transport links, 
and industrial heritage.



D U P L E X  A P A R T M E N TC O - W O R K I N G  S P A C E

I N H A B I T A N T S  C A F E

C O N C E P T
M O D E L S

Within Elnecot Apartments there are two 
different types of apartments, a duplex 
that has a mezzanine level, alongside a 
standard studio apartment.

P U B L I C

T E N A N T S

C I R C U L A T I O N

The circulation around the 
building and how the tenant 
will access each apartment 
lead the overall design. Having 
the apartments around the 
outside of the building so they 
each have windows with plenty 
of natural light.
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KEY:

1. Standard Apartment 2

2. Residents Gym

3. Standard Apartment 3

4. Standard Apartment 4

5. Standard Apartment 5

6. Private Entrance

7. Bespoke Angled Bar

8. Bespoke Seating

9. Large Planter

10. Back Lift

11. Fire Escape Stairs

12. Laundry

13. Duplex Apartment 5

14. Duplex Apartment 4

15. Duplex Apartment 3

16. Duplex Apartment 2

17. Duplex Apartment 1

18. Front Fire Exit

19. Store

20. Lift

21.Roof Lights
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KEY:

1. Standard Apartment 2
2. Residents Gym
3. Standard Apartment 3
4. Standard Apartment 4
5. Standard Apartment 5
6. Private Entrance
7. Bespoke Angled Bar
8. Bespoke Seating
9. Large Planter
10. Back Lift
11. Fire Escape Stairs
12. Laundry
13. Duplex Apartment 5
14. Duplex Apartment 4
15. Duplex Apartment 3
16. Duplex Apartment 2
17. Duplex Apartment 1
18. Front Fire Exit
19. Store
20. Lift
21. Roof Lights

KEY:

1. Pivot Front door
2. Entrance Seating
3. Reception
4. Front Lift
5. Fire Exit
6. Indoor Garden
7. Feature Staircase
8. Bespoke cafe seating
9. Inhabitants Cafe
10. Disabled Toilet
11. Male Toilet
12. Female Toilet
13. Private Entrance
14. Residents Storage Units
15. Back Fire Exit
16. Standard Apartment 1
17. Duplex Apartment 1
18. Duplex Apartment 2
19. Duplex Apartment 3
20. Duplex Apartment 4
21. Duplex Apartment 5
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KEY:

1. Pivot Front Door

2. Entrance seating area/extension to cafe seating

3. Reception/24 Hour security

4. Front lift

5. Fire exit onto Bengal Street

6. Indoor Garden

7. Feature Staircase

8. Bespoke Cafe Seating Zone

9. Inhabitants Cafe

10. Disabled Toilet

11. Male Toilet

12. Female Toilet

13. Private Entrance: Postboxes

                                  Dog Washing

                                  Bike Storage

14. Residents Storage Units

15. Back Fire Exit

16. Standard Apartment 1

17. Duplex Apartment 1 

18. Duplex Apartment 2

19. Duplex Apartment 3

20. Duplex Apartment 4

21. Duplex Apartment 5
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F L O O R  P L A N :  G R O U N D  F L O O R

F L O O R  P L A N :  F I R S T  F L O O R
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M A T E R I A L S  P A L E T T E

C O L O U R  S C H E M E

Biophilic design and the industrial style 
of the building influenced the materials 
chosen within the scheme. The colour 
palette contains natural tones to enhance 
the beneficial effects of living and 
working around plants. There is acoustic 
sound panelling for the co-working 
space to ensure the noise from the vast 
open void is minimised, as well as soft 
upholstery fabrics for the furniture. The 
hero material is the Corten Steel used 
throughout the scheme as an accent.

The section shows a duplex 
apartment and a standard 
apartment either side of 
the central void. Separate 
living spaces combined 
with communal area 
allows the tenants to live 
independently and cheaply 
without being isolated.


