
R ER E A T H E N E U MA T H E N E U M

Redef in ing the 	publ ic  l ibrary ;  us ing ephemeral 

intervent ions to create an open network r ich 

in cult ivat ion,  creat iv i ty and connect ion. 

T h e  l i b r a r y  i s  a  p i l l a r  o f  t h e  h u m a n  e x p e r i e n c e , 

y e t  i t  r i s k s  b e c o m i n g  o b s o l e t e  i n  t h e  m o d e r n  a g e . 

R e A t h e n e u m  i n t r o d u c e s  e p h e m e r a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n s 

t o  a d a p t  t o  e v e r - c h a n g i n g  t r e n d s  a n d  n e e d s  o f 

t h e  p u b l i c .  O n c e  a  p l a t f o r m  f o r  k n o w l e d g e  h a s 

p a s s e d ,  t h e  l i b r a r y  m a k e s  r o o m  f o r  t h e  n e x t . 

A p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  l i b r a r y  a s  a n  o p e n  p l a t f o r m 

l e a v e s  r o o m  f o r  m e s s y,  r i c h  n e t w o r k s  o f  p e o p l e 

a n d  i d e a s ,  c o n t i n u o u s l y  s p a r k e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d 

b y  t h e  l i b r a r y ’s  c h a n g i n g  r e s o u r c e s . 

T h e  l i b r a r y  a i m s  t o  s t a y  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  e n t i t y 

t h e  h o s t  b u i l d i n g  ( C a s t l e f i e l d  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 

C h a p e l ) ,  s i m p l y  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  s p a c e ;  a 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p e r m a n e n c y  o f  d e s i g n .
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ARCHITECTURAL DETA ILS

T h e  c h a p e l ’s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  c a n  b e 

s e e n  t h r o u g h  i t s  f e a t u r e s ;  t h e  c o l u m n  d e t a i l s , 

s a n d s t o n e  f a c a d e  a n d  g r a n d  w i n d o w  t r i m .

I t  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  m e  t o  s t u d y  t h e s e  d e t a i l s 

a s  R e A t h e n e u m  a i m s  t o  s t a y  a s  a  s e p a r a t e 

e n t i t y,  s i m p l y  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  h o s t  b u i l d i n g . 

T h i s  i s  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  i m p e r m a n e n c y 

o f  d e s i g n ,  i n s t e a d  t a k i n g  a  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h 

r a r e l y  s e e n  i n  i n d u s t r y,  w h e r e  t h e  o r i g i n a l 

i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  h o s t  b u i l d i n g  r e m a i n s  i n t a c t 

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  o c c u p a n c y  o f  R e A t h e n e u m .

U s i n g  r e f e r e n c e  i m a g e s  o f  t h e  c h a p e l ,  I  b u i l d 

e a c h  d e t a i l  u s i n g  V e c t o r w o r k s .  T h i s  i n f o r m e d 

m y  d e s i g n  p r o c e s s  t h r o u g h  c o n s e r v a t i o n   a n d 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  s u c h  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l s .



3 .
IMPLEMENTAT ION OF 

EPHEMERAL ITY

The cellular spaces are designed with ephemerality 

at the forefront of the design process. Once a space 

becomes obsolete in necessity or desire, it is easily 

deconstructed. The loss of the spaces doesn’t alter 

the rest of the building as they were designed and 

constructed separately, making it easy to redesign 

and implement new cellular spaces that address 

whatever the next need of the public may be.

1 .
THE  CONCEPT  OF 

EPHEMERAL ITY

I began thinking of places as moment, fleeting in time. 

Conceptual drawings visualise the impermenancy of 

design, and how ephemeral architecture can leave 

room for creativity, innovation and moments of joy.

2 .
EPHEMERAL ITY  IN 

PRACT ICE

Paper models personified ephemerality, revealing 

the possibility of movement, unfixed parameters 

and experimentation. By placing these within the 

confines of the host building, the physicality of such 

possibilities came to life.



HALLS  OF  W ISDOM

 -  Exh ib i t i on  Ha l l

T h e  H o u s e  o f  W i s d o m 

b o a s t e d  s c r i p s  o f  m a t h e -

m a t i c s ,  a s t r o n o m y,  s c i e n c e , 

m e d i c i n e  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y, 

b e c o m i n g  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

s p a c e  f o r  n e w  i d e a s . 

TRAJAN ’S 

CHAMBERS

 -  Meet i ng  /  S tudy  Space

Tr a j a n’s  f o r u m  w a s  t w o 

s e p a r a t e  s t r u c t u r e s  -  o n e 

f o r  w o r k s  i n  L a t i n ,  a n d  o n e 

i n  G r e e k .

CELCUS ’  COVE

-  Podcas t  S tud io

CELCUS STUD IO

-  Crea t i ve  S tud io

T h e  l i b r a r y  o f  C e l c u s 

c o n t a i n e d  s t a t u e s  t h a t 

r e p r e s e n t e d   W i s d o m , 

V i r t u e ,  I n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d 

K n o w l e d g e .

3

LOWER 

GROUND FLOOR

GROUND FLOOR

F IRST  FLOOR

SECOND FLOOR

FLOORPLANS
- Sca l e  1 :200

-  Cas t l e f i e l d  Congraga t i ona l  Chape l
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HALLS OF WISDOM

ALEXANDRIA

ENTRANCE

TRAJANS CHAMBERS

LOG IN

-  Recept i on

H e r e  v i s i t o r s  c a n  c h e c k  o u t 

t h e  l i b r a r i e s  t e c h n o l o g y 

i n c l u d i n g  I p a d s  a n d  l a p t o p s , 

w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  t h e n  a c c e s s 

t h e  l i b r a r i e s  v a s t  d i g i t a l 

r e s o u r c e s .

ALEXANDR IA

 -  Lec tu re  Ha l l

T h e  g r e a t  l i b r a r y  o f 

A l e x a n d r i a  w a s  t h e 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  j e w e l  o f  t h e 

a n c i e n t  w o r l d ,  a t t r a c t i n g 

s c h o l a r s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e 

w o r l d ,  i t s e l f  c o n t a i n i n g  a 

l e c t u r e  h a l l .

THE SCAPE

-  Read ing  and  Aud iobook 

Room
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ht tps : / /www .you tube . com/watch?v=N jSE8A_ptEE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjSE8A_ptEE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjSE8A_ptEE

