
Th e  Re B u y  re f i l l  s p a c e  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  e n c o u ra g e  c u s t o m e r s  t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  o w n  re u a b l e  c o n t a i n e r s 
w h e n  s h o p p i n g  t o  m i n i m i s e  s i n g l e  u s e  p l a s t i c  p a c ka g i n g .

R e B u y

ReBuy’s  brief  was designed in response to reconnecting the varying ages of  the 
Ancoats community as wel l  as smaller  businesses coming together as one to ease the 
effects of  the cost of  l iving crisis . There is  ample evidence of  the growing number of 
independent food establ ishments in the area, balancing budgets to avoid gett ing lost 
in f inance. Mult i -business bui ldings are not uncommon in Manchester and give fresh 
faced corporat ions the best  chance to become more announced before developing 
on their  own.

The concept introduces an immersive experience of  food shopping and al lows the 
consumer to be in control  of  where the food they are purchasing has come from.  The 
design of  the space therefore f i ts  the brief  of  a community based scheme where vis i tors 
can be open and engaging or quiet ly  nest le in the nooks to truly cater to footfal l  f rom 
al l  direct ions. The interior  has been designed both funct ional ly  and thoughtful ly  to 
create a harmonious space, combining the journeys of  buying and trying food with 
carefully considered sustainable materiality and eliminating plastic packaging 
use throughout . 

At  ReBuy, i t  is  understood that  not everybody stands in the same posit ion. The special ist 
support  systems in place for residents who need help feeding their  famil ies are open 
to al l  that  require i t  as ReBuy aims to address communit ies on equal  levels  to ensure 
everyone has the same opportunity. Food is  an al l  inclusive experience and ult imately, 
ReBuy is  about making high quality, local  food accessible and affordable for all .

O n e  b i g  b u i l d i n g ,  o n e  b i g 
b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g 
c r i s i s  f o r  o n e  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t y. 
R e B u y ’s  f o o d  b a n k  d ro p  o f f  a n d 
c o l l e c t i o n  w i l l  b e  o n  a  d a i l y 
ro t a t i n g  b a s i s  t o  e n s u re  t h e 
s m a l l e s t  a m o u n t  o f  f o o d  w a s t e 
a s  p o s s i b l e  a n d  t o  g e t  i t  t o  t h e 
c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t 
n e e d  i t  m o s t .  R e B u y ’s  m a n i f e s t o 
i s  b a s e d  o n  c o m b i n i n g  p e o p l e 
t h ro u g h  t h e  j o u r n e y  o f  f o o d 
s o  i s  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  i f  t h i s  c a n 
b e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  e v e r y o n e .  N o 
j u d g e m e n t ,  j u s t  f e e d i n g  t h e 
p e o p l e  : )

Re B u y  w a s  c reat e d  o n  t h e  i d ea  t h at  m u l t i p l e  b u s i n e s s e s  c o m b i n i n g 
t o g e t h e r  w o u l d  re d u c e  s e v e ra l  e n e rg y  b i l l s  i n t o  o n e .  Th e  s a m e  o p e n i n g 
t i m e s  e v e r y d a y  a n d  i n s t a l l i n g  e n e rg y  e ff i c i e n t  L E D  l i g h t i n g  w h e re 
p o s s i b l e  a s  t h e y  l a s t  o n  a v e ra g e  2 5 %  l o n g e r  t h a n  c o n v e n t i o n a l  l i g h t 
b u l b s ,  a re  re c y c l a b l e  a n d  ra d i at e  m i n i m u m  h eat ,  re d u c i n g  e m i s s i o n s  a n d 
h ea l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  r i s ks  w h i l e  e n s u r i n g  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y.  Re B u y  w i l l  a l s o  b e 
a l l o w i n g  e n o u g h  p e o p l e  i n  t o  ke e p  t h e  p l a c e  w a r m !

50%
O f  t h e  p l a s t i c  p ro d u c e d  ea c h 
y ea r  i s  m a d e  f o r  s i n g l e  u s e , 
n ea r l y  e q u a l  t o  t h e  s a m e  w e i g h t 
a s  t h e  w h o l e  h u m a n  p o p u l at i o n . 
Th i s  i s  a  t a rg e t  f o r  Re B u y  t o 
h e l p  re d u c e  t h i s  n u m b e r,  e v e n 
j u s t  b y  b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  l o c a l 
c o m m u n i t y.

H o w  Re B u y  m a ke s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  m o re  G R E E N :

Th e  re f i l l  c e n t re .

Th e  t a l k i n g  p o i n t .

Th e  Re O rd e r  a p p.

•  E l i m i n at i n g  s i n g l e  u s e  p l a s t i c .
•  Ca u s i n g  c o n s u m e r s  t o  re u s e  a n d  re c y c l e 

w h at  t h e y  a l rea d y  h a v e .
•  S o u rc i n g  l o c a l l y  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e .
•  G i v i n g  t h e  c o n s u m e r  t h e  o p t i o n  t o  c h o o s e .

•  Re c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t y.
•  C reat i n g  a  c o m m o n  g ro u n d  t a l k i n g  p o i n t .
•  Pro v i d i n g  h e l p  a n d  s u p p o rt  t o  t h o s e  w h o 

n e e d  i t  a n d  a re  n o t  s u re  w h e re  t o  g o.
•  C reat i n g  a  s p a c e  w h e re  e v e r y o n e  h a s  a 

f r i e n d .

•  D i g i t a l  w o r l d  c o n v i e n i e n c e .
•  E a s y,  a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  a ff o rd a b l e  t o  s h o p 

m o re  s u s t a i n a b l y.
•  O n l i n e  s h o p p i n g  u s e s  l e s s  p a c ka g i n g 

a n d  e n e rg y
•  M o re  t o  c o m e  o n  t h i s . . .



Selected bui ld ing, 110  Oldham Road.

Major  t ra in  s tat ions . 

C lose  t ram s tops .

Major  roads .

A l l  o f  t h e s e  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  s h a re  l o c at i o n  i n  t h e  A n c o at s  n e i g h b o u r h o o d , s o m e  m o re 
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a n  o t h e r s  d u e  t o  a g e ,  l o c at i o n  a n d  f u n d i n g  h o w e v e r  a l l  i n  t h e  l o c a l  f o o d 
s e c t o r  b e n e f i t t i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t h ro u g h  t h e  u n i t i n g  o f  f o o d .

NEW MAP:
SMALL BUSINESSES LOCATED
STATS OF HOW MANY IN MANCHESTER
STATS OF NEW BUSINESSES THIS YEAR STARTING UP
MAP TRAILING DIAGONALLY
LOCALITY OF VEG PRODUCE
CYCLE AND WALK ROUTES
TRAM/BUS/ PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFO
LIMITING CAR USAGE

Lo c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  f u n c t i o n i n g  t h e  b a ke r y  a n d  f o o d  m a r ke t  h a l l  o n  a  ro t at i n g 
b a s i s .  G i v i n g  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  b e c o m e  m o re  e s t a b l i s h e d  a l l  u n d e r  o n e  ro o f , 
s a v i n g  e n e rg y  i n  e l e c t r i c i t y,  h eat i n g  a n d  re s o u rc e s .

S u p p o rt i n g  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s 
b y  b u y i n g  l u n c h  i n  t h e  a rea . 
Th e  f o o d  m a r ke t  i n  Re B u y 
m a ke s  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  m a n y 
f o o d  o p t i o n s  a l l  i n  o n e 
p l a c e  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  s ea s o n a l 
v e n d o r s .

G e tt i n g  f re s h ,  l o c a l 
ingredients  whi l s t  min imis ing 
s i n g l e  u s e  p l a s t i c .  Th e  re f i l l 
s e c t i o n  i n  Re B u y  m ea n s 
c u s t o m e r s  c a n  f i l l  u p  t h e i r 
o w n  c o n t a i n e r s  w i t h  d r y 
i n g re d i e n t s .

Wa l k i n g  a n d  c y c l e  ro u t e s 
a l s o  s u r ro u n d  t h e  a rea 
m a k i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  s i t e 
s u i t a b l e  f o r  e v e r y o n e  a n d 
a v o i d i n g  c a r b o n  m i l e s  a s 
m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e .

Pro m o t i n g  u s e  o f  p u b l i c 
t ra n s p o rt ,  c y c l e  b i ke s 
a n d  w a l k i n g ,  Re B u y  i s 
h i g h l y  a c c e s s i b l e  f ro m 
a l l  d i re c t i o n s . 

M a n c h e s t e r  h a s 
t h e  m o s t  c y c l i n g 
c o m m u t e r s  p e r  c a p i t a 
i n  t h e  U K .  S t r a v a 
M e t ro  re v e a l e d  o v e r 
4 0 0 , 0 0 0  c y c l i n g 
c o m m u t e s  re c o rd e d 
i n  M a n c h e s t e r  i n  o n e 
y e a r  ( 2 0 2 1 ) .

A m u l t i f u n c t i o n a l  s p a c e  w i t h  a  w i d e  ra n g e  o f  p e o p l e  t o  c at e r  a n d  c o n n e c t  t o .  Re B u y  i s  t h e  u l t i m at e  l o c at i o n  f o r  l o c a l l y 
s o u rc e d , h i g h  q u a l i t y  f o o d  w h i l e  s u p p o rt i n g  n e i g h b o u r i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  t h e  p ro c e s s .



First floor plan
Scale: 1:100
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Legend:
1. Void showing produce section
2. Seating for viewing
3. Plant space
4. Children's area
5. Family meeting rooms
6. Lift
7. Swing chairs
8. Food donation bank
9. Plant space
10. Void displaying refill section
11. Swing chairs
12. Community book swap
13. Customer WC
14. Lift
15. Staff WC
16. Staff recreation room
17. Food market high seats
18. Food market stalls
19. Seating viewing void
20. Viewing platform (lowered ceiling height below)
21. Emergency exit
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The Try  f loor  GA p lan .

1. Void showing produce section
2. Seating for viewing
3. Plant space
4. Children’s area
5. Family meeting rooms
6. Lift
7. Swing chairs
8. Food donation bank
9. Plant space
10. Void displaying refill section
11. Swing chairs
12. Community book swap
13. Customer WC
14. Lift
15. Staff  WC
16. Staff  recreation room
17. Food market high seats
18. Food market stalls
19. Seating viewing void
20. Viewing platform
21. Emergency exit

Th e  N i p & G ra b  s e c t i o n  i s 
f o r  b u s y  l i f e s t y l e s  w h e re 
c u s t o m e r s  c a n  q u i c k l y  v i s i t 
t h e  s t o re ’s  e s s e n t i a l  a i s l e s 
o r  p re o rd e r  a  s h o p p i n g  l i s t 
o n  t h e  Re O rd e r  a p p, rea d y 
f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  o n  a r r i v a l .

D e s i g n e d  f o r  c o n s u m e r  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  t h e  Re O rd e r  a p p 
i s  f o r  p re o rd e r i n g  s h o p p i n g  o n  t h e  c u s t o m e r s ’  o w n 
s m a rt p h o n e  b e f o re  a r r i v i n g  at  t h e  Re B u y  c o l l e c t i o n 
p o i n t  t o  p i c k  i t  u p.  Re B u y  s t a f f  p re p a re  a n d  p a c k 
e v e r y t h i n g  o n  t h e  o rd e r  rea d y  s o  s h o p p i n g  c a n  b e 
c o l l e c t e d  w i t h i n  m i n u t e s .

Log into ReCentre account. 

Scan QR codes to log each 

dry food amount weighed. 

Collect dispensed food in 

own reusable container. 

Complete transaction via 

mobile phone.

Log into ReBuy account. 

Browse & shop on screen.

Pre pay on the app.

ReBuy staff  members prepare 

orders.

Collect at a convenient t ime.

The  Buy  f loor  GA p lan .
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Legend:
1. Registery threshold
2. Customer WC
3. Flower display pots
4. Floristry preparation area
5. Lift
6. Basket collection
7. Produce crates
8. Produce wall 
9. Shelf stock
10. Bakery window display
11. Bakery preparation area
12. Delivery doors
13. Lift
14. Staff door to basement storage
15. Refill centre
16. Cheese packaging station
17. Cheese displays
18. Chilled wall
19. Shelf stock
20. Wine tasting experience bar
21. Recipe inspiration boards & screen
22. Grab&Go bakery display
23. Grab&Go produce stands
24. Grab&Go essentials 
25. Order collection stock room
26. Food market staff entrance

Ground floor plan
Scale: 1:100
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1. Registery threshold
2. Customer WC
3. Flower display pots
4. Floristry preparation area
5. Lift
6. Basket collection
7. Produce crates
8. Produce wall 
9. Shelf  stock
10. Bakery window display
11. Bakery preparation area
12. Delivery doors
13. Lift
14. Basement storage door
15. Refill centre
16. Cheese packaging station
17. Cheese displays
18. Chilled wall
19. Shelf  stock
20. Wine tasting experience bar
21. Recipe inspiration boards
22. Grab&Go bakery display
23. Grab&Go produce stands
24. Grab&Go essentials 
25. Order collection stock room
26. Food market staff  entrance

R e O r d e r

Making it easier for the busy 
consumer... 

A stop on the way home from 
work...

One trip out...

Limiting carbon miles...

Staff  and Consumer movements throughout the Rebuy floors.Planning schedule of accomodation throuhout the building.

Upscalling the design to 
hold a number of different 
busineses under one 
roof. Saving energy costs 
and materials while the 
consumer only has to visit 
one location to be met with 
multiple vendors.

Making sustainable food shopping 
as quick, easy and affordable as 
any other supermarket. Improving 
accessibility to demonstrate how 
easy it can be to make more 
sustainable choices.



Recipe inspiration 
boards.

Floristry bar. Refill centre.Decoy refill 
display tubes.

Registery threshold.

Community library. Balcony seating.Viewing platform.

Food market stalls.

Nip&Grab essentials. Supermarket aisle shelving. Wine tasting bar.

Skylight.

The community should be supporting 
local small businesses where 
possible instead of relying on chain 
supermarkets.

Do you think that there is a difference 
in quality of produce when buying 
locally vs. in a supermarket chain.

Disagree. Neutral. Agree. Strongly 
agree.

No.

Yes.

Consumer research from the area 
showing how the residents agree 
with supporting local buisnesses 
and the difference in quality of 
produce when buying locally vs in 
a supermarket chain. It is important 
to have people in the community 
on the same page as the ReBuy 
concept to ensure the business is 
a success. Keeping everything as 
local as possible not only ensures 
highest quality of goods but also 
minimising energy use and carbon 
mileage when in transport from 
source to seller.

Authentic red 
brick.

Geopolymer 
concrete.

Oak timber.

Diamond plate 
stainless steel.

Woven bamboo. Recycled coffee grounds.

Stainless steel. Cork. Recycled plastic 
terrazzo.

100% natural 
cotton weave.

Solution-dyed 
acrylic fabric.

Live moss.

The hard materials carefully selected to be used in the space. Considering 
sustainability, practicality and durability to ensure they are used most purposefully.  

Creating the mood. Focusing on the touch and smell senses, live moss wall panels 
hung throughout the quieter spaces in the design, infusing the air with earth-like 
notes bringing a sense of calm. Textured fabrics and seat framings letting the 

Primary Materials.

Secondary Materials.

Using what already 
exists in the building.

Finding more eco friendly 
ways to achieve a desired 
look.

Multipurpose materials 
with long lasting life and 
usage.

From visiting a small business in 
london, Tomas and Jani create surfaces 
from wasted and leftover coffee 
grounds, plastic free and vegan.

Considering how the senses 
react to an interior. Releasing 
earthy scents in the atmosphere 
to style the mood.

Using soft, natural textures 
to bring calmness to the busy 
space.  

Considering safety whilst 
being sustainable.

Naturally fast growing, 
renewable wood with 
good strength.

Recycled materials 

Section A (not to scale).

Section B (not to scale).

Recycling found plastic waste 
materials to make bespoke terrazzo. 
Provoking occupants to pause for 
thought when interacted with.

Recycling coffee grounds to give a 
second life, sealed with an eco-resin 
to be more durable.
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Legend:

1. Recipe hold supports.

2. Pin up pegs.

3. Refill tubes.

4. Restocking space.

5. Pivot door hinge.

6. Door opening.
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Floor plan (Open door)

Scale 1:20
02.Floor plan (Closed door)
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R e C e n t r e

ReCentre  f loor  p lan  (not  to  sca le ) .
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Elevat ion  B  (not  to  sca le ) .

Modelled at  scale 1:20.

Legend:

01. Pin up supports.

02. Pin up pegs.

03. Ref i l l  tubes.

04. Restocking space.

05. Pivot  door hinge.

06. Door opening.

A p p ro p r i at e  ex p i re d  f o o d s  f ro m  t h e  s i t e  w i l l  b e 
g at h e re d  a n d  re p u r p o s e d  i n t o  b i rd  f e e d e r s  t o  b e  h u n g 
t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  f u r t h e r  m i n i m i s e  w a s t e . 
Le f t o v e r  h a n d w r i t t e n  re c i p e s  f ro m  t h e  Re Ce n t re  h u b  a re 
t o  b e  re c y c l e d  a s  l ea f l e t s  a n d  p r i n t e d  o n  t o  a d v e rt i s e 
t h e  Re Ce n t re  a n d  Re B u y  s i t e s .

100 Bi l l ion
Pi e c e s  o f  s i n g l e  u s e  p l a s t i c 
p a c ka g i n g  a re  t h ro w n  a w a y 
f ro m  U K h o u s e h o l d s  ea c h  y ea r. 
Re f i l l  s i t e s  l i ke  Re Ce n t re  h e l p 
t o  m i n i m i s e  p u rc h a s i n g  s i n g l e 
u s e  p l a s t i c  p a c ka g i n g  a n d 
e n c o u ra g e  p e o p l e  t o  re u s e 
c o n t a i n e r s  t h e y  a l rea d y  h a v e . 

25 Mi l l ion
A d u l t s  i n  t h e  U K ex p e r i e n c e 
l o n e l i n e s s  m o re  t h a n  o n c e 
a  w e e k .  Co m m u n i t y  b a s e d 
s c h e m e s  l i ke  Re B u y  a n d 
Re Ce n t re  a i m  t o  re d u c e  t h i s  b y 
p ro v i n g  a  t a l k i n g  p o i n t  s u i t a b l e 
f o r  e v e r y o n e  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n .

Th e  Re t i re d  -  t i m e  o n  t h e i r  h a n d s .

Th e  Wo r ke r  -  c o m m u t i n g  t h ro u g h  t h e  s p a c e .

Th e  Yo u t h  -  l a c k i n g  i n s p i rat i o n  t o w a rd s  c o o k i n g . 

D e v e l o p i n g  d e m a n d s  f ro m  Re B u y,  Re Ce n t re  i s  a  p o p  u p  re f i l l  a n d  re c i p e 
h u b, c o n n e c t i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h ro u g h  re c i p e  s h a r i n g  a n d  b o n d i n g 
t h ro u g h  t h e  j o u r n e y s  o f  f o o d . 

Th e  re f i l l  c e n t re  i s  t o  b e  u s e d  t o  t o p  u p  c u s t o m e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  c o l l e c t 
n e w  i n g re d i e n t s  f o r  t h e  f o u n d  re c i p e s  b e f o re  p u rc h a s i n g  v i a  m o b i l e 
p h o n e  t ra n s a c t i o n .

E a c h  re c i p e  p i n n e d  u p  i n  t h e  s p a c e  i s  t o  b e  exc h a n g e d  w i t h  a n o t h e r 
a n d  p ro v o ke  d i s c u s s i o n  p o i n t s  b e t w e e n  v i s i t o r s ,  w i d e n i n g  t h e i r  s e n s e 
o f  c o m m u n i t y. 


