al[:

A NEW MODEL OF URBAN HOSPITALITY,
WHERE SOLITUDE, CHOICE AND
CONNECTION COEXIST

The design moves gently upward from the fast-paced rhythm of
Oxford Street to quiet spaces of reflection and retreat. This
vertical sequence mirrors a shift in pace and mindset, from
overstimulation to presence. By layering public, semi-private, and
personal zones, the hotel invites guests to slow down, choose
their own rhythm, and engage with the city on quieter, more
intentional terms.

Spaces for Personal Retreat

Spaces crafted to support emotional rest and independence.
Guests can be alone without feeling isolated, with solitude
framed not as absence, but as presence. Whether recovering from
change or seeking stillness, each space offers calm, autonomy,
and the freedom to disconnect, or gently connect, as needed.

A Shared Zone of Quiet Energy

This middle layer holds a soft, ambient sense of community. It is
a space where interaction is possible but never expected. Light
movement, shared presence, and casual moments of connection
unfold naturally, offering an alternative to louder, more
performative social spaces.

The First Point of Stillness

Serving as the initial threshold between the city and the
sanctuary, this space slows the guest down. It softens the
transition from the intensity of the street, inviting a reset in pace
and atmosphere. It is the first cue that this is not just a hotel, but
a space designed for intention, reflection, and quiet care.

A Sanctuary for the Solo Traveller

Drift reimagines the inner city hotel as a spatial response to urgent political, economic, and social shifts. As retail declines and commercial buildings sit underused, it proposes adaptive
reuse for a growing demographic, the solo traveller. Set against rising burnout and loneliness, Drift offers more than hospitality, it suggests a new urban typology rooted in emotional
sustainability, autonomy, and mindful engagement with place. Rooted in wellness and introspection, the project responds to shifting societal values around independence, presence,
and self-defined identity. It challenges the conventional hotel as a transactional or commercial space, instead proposing a layered design that gently supports solitude, soft
connection, and personal retreat. By transforming surplus city infrastructure into spaces of care, Drift positions hospitality as civic infrastructure, a quiet, socially responsive
intervention within a city flux. It reimagines consumption-driven environments as sanctuaries for rest, reflection, and reset.

A

I "‘: I

D




SECTION AA
1:100 @ A3

{}WU \ _ “m | ath
. | L .
\ i T 2 [z
i N | EeiEy - ER

Storyboard - Guest Journey
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A quiet arrival. The traveller Guests are given autonomy Guests control how private or A yoga and tai chi studio Rooms are designed to extend A vertical journey through
steps away from the from the start, choosing a connected their environment anchors the building’s heart, into the shared realm. staggered communal platforms
overstimulation of Oxford Street conventional check-in or a feels, adjusting spatial elements  elevated yet visually connected,  Encouraging guests to leave fosters unforced encounters.
into a sanctuary of stillness, slower, seated alternative. This  to create a bespoke rhythm of offering embodied stillness hotel room doors open becomes  These shared spaces challenge
a threshold space that invites adaptive approach supports solitude and interaction. within an otherwise dynamic a soft invitation, not a demand,  traditional hotel typologies by
slowing down, recalibrating, diverse needs & acknowledges Autonomy and emotional structure. It integrates for connection, supporting a embedding opportunities for
and beginning a more mindful the shifting expectations of agency are designed into the wellness into the building’s core  culture of optional community.  quiet, spontaneous belonging.

spatial journey. hospitality users. space. function.




Lobby & Reception Area

A first moment of stillness. More than a reception, this space acts as an intentional threshold, transitioning guests from the overstimulating energy of Oxford Street into
a slower, quieter rhythm. Offering both rapid and seated check-in options, it reflects a shift toward more adaptable, emotionally attuned hospitality experiences.

Approach Yoga Studio

A soft invitation inward. The design resists spectacle, opting instead for A light space for slow movement. Designed for mindfulness and collective
subtlety and softness. This spatial quietude sets the tone for introspection, stillness, this studio is open and adaptable. It supports gentle connection and
offering a design response to the growing need for restorative experiences in individual calm, embedding wellness infrastructure into the hotel’s core rather than
urban environments. treating it as an add-on.

Ground Floor
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Kitchen

Laundry & Storage

Toilets

Basement

Office

Luggage Storage
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Yoga Studio

Connecting solitude and social flow. The vertical openness of the yoga studio links personal retreat to communal life. A visual dialogue between floors fosters a soft
awareness of others, allowing connection without intrusion, proposing a new model for an integrated, emotionally intelligent space.

Limewash
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Communal Platforms Open Door

An informal landscape of belonging. The staggered platforms offer space for rest, Soft boundaries, optional connection. This view frames the open-door living model,
quiet observation, or light interaction. By allowing both solitude and spontaneous  a subtle but powerful design move that invites fluid movement between privacy
encounters, they rethink social space as gentle, optional, and emotionally and shared experience. It reflects a shift away from rigid zoning, offering a spatial
inclusive, aligned with evolving urban needs. metaphor for connection without obligation.




Detail Section
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30 x 7mm, steel. Pivot hinge ‘
system, 140°, black finish. i
Available from Hafele.

300 x 50mm. Plywood

Timber Fin. Finished with 3 18mm plywood lockers,
two coats matt varnish. = Breton Blue paint finish.
™ = Available from Dulux.
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10.5mm cork flooring, Spurt Gravel . e}
finish. Available from Bricoflor. L=t

Suspended air con unit
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Acrylic frame lamp shade with
bulc:) frgtlj'ne and opaque J 2no. layer of 9mm MDF over
underside .50 | softwood frame, fixed to ceiling,

1 painted Breton Blue, eggshell paint
finish. Available from Dulux.
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Concealed hinge mechanism Lk .
for smooth rotation ! |
§ 1050 x 900 x 1400mm Dining
E Booth (see 1:10 detail)
20mm Terrazzo flooring
40mm Castor wheels : :
installed at base 40mm insulation

Dining Booth
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— @ 50mm plywood booth structure

160 x 28mm, aluminium, zinc die-cast, and steel.
3D concealed hinge, 180°, Tectus TE 340, satin
stainless steel finish. Available from Hafele.

35mm textile and core board tabletop (textile tabletop),
L Cotton White finish. Available from Kvadrat.
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Metal bracket support to secure table

50mm foam and fabric, upholstered seat, Avalon 2 0002 finish.
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3 Available from Kvadrat.
‘ Internal timber support frame for reinforcement
§ ‘ 18mm Plywood cladding

h 45 x 45mm Timber blocks for structural integrity
==

T 40mm, steel and rubber, plate castor wheels, swivel,
l zinc-plated finish. Available from Priory Castor.




