


s i t e  p l an  &  contex t 

i l l u s t r a t ed  thought s 

Proudly s i tuated on the r iver ,  just  15 minutes  to the south- 

west  of  Newcast le ,  The Old Stables  at  Gibside boast  a 

unique and opportunist ic  posi t ion within the North East .

e x i s t ing  p l an s photography

bu i ld ing  r e sponse  mode l 

This  bui lding model  was developed to demonstrate the 

personal  naart ive I  created after  vis i t ing the old s tables 

s i te ,  which can be understood as  fol lows; 

‘The fabric of  place i s  not infact  made from bricks and 

mortar ,  but from the l ives  and stroies  that  have come to 

def ine i t ’ .

Acryl ic  observat ional  painting representing the s tonework 

of  the Old stables  and the idea of  butterf l ies  us ing i t  to 

bask in the sun. 

‘  In order to re-vis ion somethingto i t ’ s  ful lest  potentia l , 

one must  f i r s t  observe i t  at  i t ’ s  very best ’ .

Series  of  natural  col lages  made 

from natural  resources  col lected 

around gibside



Few Visitors on Rainy Days

Solution; 

i s s u e s  t o  s o l v e 

g i b s i d e 

t h e  n o r t h  e a s t 

No Direct ‘Activities’

Solution; Creation of a hub with a direct 

activy plan, with ‘things to see’ and 

‘activities to complete’.

No Wildlife Guarantee/Innacurate Portrayment of Ecosystem Health
Solution; A facility to properly educate visitors about the challenges facing                  

Extreme Decline in Pollinators/ Ecosystem Health

Solution; Provide a hub for the Area where change can begin to occur 

Children Unaquainted with the Outdoors

Solution; Creation of a Unique and Engaging place where 

children will want to repeat visit that is equally as fun as it is informative 

General Population Uneducated and therefore Unable to 
Provide Community Solutions

Solution; Educate people in a wider context about the ecosys-

tem and provide an environment for community solutions

Mental Health Issues and Unemployment 

Solution; Creation of Jobs. Direction toward green spaces, simple 

and rewarding cyclical activites. 

         wildlife and the wider ecosystem, that capitalises on the native species  

 at Gibside and keeping them abundant 

h i s t o r i c a l  r e l e v a n c e 

Mary Eleanor grew up surrounded by nature 
and reaped the rewards, becoming a strong and 

confident trailblazer

Gibside has been defined by plants 
and nature for centuries, and if the 
ecosystem breaks down, the 

legacy cannot continue.

T o  i n c r e a s e 
n u m b e r s  w i t h i n 

e n d a n g e r e d 
b u t t e r f l y  s p e c i e s
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br i e f  inve s t iga t ion :  deve lop ing  a  na r r a t i ve 

the  s i x  a ims  o f  pap i l l on



First  Floor PlanGround Floor Plan
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p lans

1  Ent rance

2  WC & Locker s

3  Contex t  Exh ib i t

4  Cate rpr i l l a r  Breed ing  Cent re

5  Crysa l i s  Zone

6  Ex i t  to  Lep idoptera r ium

7 F lower  Farm -  F lower  Col l ec t ion 
and  Sor t  (Zone  1 )

8  F lower  Farm -  F lower  Dry ing 
Tab le  (Zone  2 )

9  F lower  Farm -  Seed  Shak ing  and 
Sor t ing  (Zone  3 )

10  Seed  Pack ing

11  Outdoor  Equipment  S tore

12  Cafe  Food  Di sp l ay /  Col l ec t ion

13  Ti l l s 

14  Ext ra  Sea t ing  Zone

15  S ta f f  F i l ing  S tore

16  Focus  Booths

17  P lant  Room 

18  Vic tor i an  Greenhouse  S ty le  Roof

19  Meet ing  Zone 

20  S ta f f  Ki tchen

21  Resea rch  & Ana ly s i s  Hub

22  View to  Crysa l i s  Zone

23  Schoo l  Cent re  wi th  L ightwe l l

24  WC 

To Create Jobs and Inspire the Next Generation of Conservationists

- Butterfly Care Centre

- Science Hub for data collection and analysis

- Gardening Opportunities 

- Workshops for all ages

To Repair Green Spaces for Butterflies and Moths

- Butterfly meadow walks leading visitors to hidden curiosities

- Community gardening incentives for schools and homes to increase the 

distribution of butterfly suitable spaces

To Increase Numbers in Endangered Butterflies and Moths

- Butterfly Breeding and release programme; immersive experience

- Increased monitoring within the science hub & community programmes 

such as the big butterfly count

- Increased strategising and innovative educational experiences

To Bring Communities Together

- Community events and workshops for all ages

- Butterfly cafe for socialisation and unexpected connections

- Monthly butterfly release events

To Evoke Joy and Wonder, Naturally

- Performative butterfly release once a month

- Colourful light manipulation for a natural display

- ‘Back to basics’ approach; ‘it’s the simple things’

To raise Awareness and Educate 

- School trips with a focus on learning through doing; gardening, being part 

of the life cycle, crafts and experience at forefront

- Captivating experience that can be replicated on a school/home level

f l oo r  p l an s

func t iona l  ana ly s i s 

s ec t iona l  pe r spec t ive 



1:20 Technical Section
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1 :20  t echnica l  s ec t ion

1  Ent rance

2  WC & Locker s

3  Contex t  Exh ib i t

4  Cate rpr i l l a r  Breed ing  Cent re

5  Crysa l i s  Zone

6  Ex i t  to  Lep idoptera r ium

7 F lower  Farm -  F lower  Col l ec t ion  and  Sor t  (Zone  1 )

8  F lower  Farm -  F lower  Dry ing  Tab le  (Zone  2 )

9  F lower  Farm -  Seed  Shak ing  and  Sor t ing  (Zone  3 )

10  Seed  Pack ing

11  Outdoor  Equipment  S tore

12  Cafe  Food  Di sp l ay /  Col l ec t ion

13  Ti l l s 

14  Ext ra  Sea t ing  Zone

15  S ta f f  F i l ing  S tore

16  Focus  Booths

17  P lant  Room 

18  Vic tor i an  Greenhouse  S ty le  Roof

19  Meet ing  Zone 

20  S ta f f  Ki tchen

21  Resea rch  & Ana ly s i s  Hub

22  View to  Crysa l i s  Zone

23  Schoo l  Cent re  wi th  L ightwe l l

Home to papi l lon’s  unique 

f loriculture programme, vis i-

tors  of  a l l  ages  wil l  be able to 

part icipate in the se lect ion, 

growing,  harvest ing and de- 

seeding of  f lowers  at  the Old 

Stables .  they wil l  be able to 

plant  these seeds at  home in 

their  own gardens,  making 

their  own ecosystems and 

encouraging the butterf ly 

populat ion to f lourish. 

The lepidopterarium also 

features  a  glass  roof ,  where 

buttef ly re lease events  wil l 

be held monthly,  as  not only 

a  spectacle but as  a  means of 

increas ing species  numbers 

around gibside. 

Butterf ly walk wil l  take 

vis i tors  on a journey of 

disocovery around gibside, 

with f lora l  themed pavi l l ions 

marking specia l  points  a long 

the way,  where butterf l ies 

can be seen.  The pavi l l ions 

have been designed to cast 

intr icate shadows,  l ike l ight 

shows,  over the grasses , 

leading vis i tors  to look closer 

to see what they can spot . 

Specia l ly designed f lat  plates 

on the pavi l l ions provide the 

perfect  place for butterf l ies 

to rest  in the sun,  whils t  the 

gapsprovide the perfect  envi-

ronment for c l imbing roses . 

qu i e t  pav i l l i on  on  bu t t e r f l y  wa lk l ep idop te r a r ium

Axonometric


