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The Ceramics Almshouse reimagines an existing multi-storey car park as a communal living and making environment for elderly ceramic artists. Guided by hands-on ceramic
experimentation and material research, the project explores how material qualities can shape architectural form, atmosphere, and inhabitation. Existing structures are
retained and adapted through interventions including glass block fagade systems and a central vase-inspired light well, improving daylight and extending the building’s

lifespan. Material strategy, construction logic, and environmental response are integrated throughout the proposal, demonstrating how adaptive reuse and tactile material
choices can create sustainable, human-centred interior environments.

CERAMICS ALMSHOUSE

Concept and description
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Sections, elevations, and exploded drawings demonstrate how construction logic, material strategy, and environmental response are integrated within the existing structure. Together, they
reveal the organisation of spaces, circulation, and the central light well, illustrating how technical and spatial decisions contribute to the overall experience of the project.

[ISONOMETRIC, ELEVATION AND SECTIONS



Through pottery making, material testing, and sectional studies, the project investigates the physical and tactile qualities of ceramics. Surface texture, form, light, and craft processes informed
the development of architectural elements, establishing ceramics as both a material reference and a spatial generator.

UNDERSTANDING CERAMICS

Exploring ceramics through making, materiality, and spatial interpretation.



Development /Experimental models

The abstract model translates ceramic qualities
into spatial form through layered compositions,
fragmented geometries, and material
assemblage. Constructed using ceramic pieces
and complementary materials, it explores how
texture, structure, and atmosphere can be
distilled into a physical architectural
proposition.

ABSTRACT MODEL

Material Concept and Physical Interpretation

Maroon Ceramic Tiles Hidden Nook Sunlight Entry

.

1 ; S ——
Insnnn i -~ o

Rammed Earth Atirum Window Grid | Light Well




Elevation Close Up

Bedroom 1 Bedroom 2 Bedroom 3

i U S I A
A M . —

R T I

Metal channel

‘_" ' ‘ OC ' - ' h i . il =
e Sealant
. { Panel reinforcing
_. | | | \ f | | | | | ] Channel fastener —__ | -..__-_:_L__:_:
L \.K
! . ; Expansion strip
. —— * w Glass block unit
:I:::l | & Mortar
o i I AR | \N g Panel reinforcing
. . & :‘ ‘lllu 1 N Mortar
] et s e 1 1 F‘_L

b T B kit

Structural framing
(check deflection limits)

Elevation and Top Section Cut 3D section Cut

Existing car park openings are transformed using glass block assemblies that retain the rhythm of the original structure while
improving daylight conditions. The intervention demonstrates construction logic, material detailing, and environmental performance
through the reuse and adaptation of existing architectural fabric.

GLASS BLOCK RENOVATION

Adaptive Reuse and Material Resolution



