Elena Crawford

Repair Library of Things Community space
Appliances, tools and other useful

Bikes and belongings. items to hire. Creating a space for interaction and

friendships.
Biking accessories shop to support
use of bikes.
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MENDING CONSUMERISM WITH REPAIR

Re:Pair is a scheme in Oxford that puts people and

A _ _ repair firstin a central space in the city primarily
g Y Meeting someone new in focussed on consumerism. Located in Westgate
C) ' Q _ _ the community. shopping centre, spanning into the only public
Repair conscious people Le.am'ng h.O.W torepair ) ) square in Oxford, the project acts as a community
bringing their objectsin to I RS A AT Social Interaction take over; offering public repair workshops for
Project details: Main Facilitators: have repaired. Increase in craft bikes and belongings, a tool and object hiring
Less waste library, as well as social spaces.
SHARE Oxfordisalocal Customised belongings , ,
Westgate, Oxford organisation aimed at . . . Zero Carbon Oxford aims to achieve net zero
9 (O SHARE Oxford  rediucing consumption and Objects reimagined carbon emissions by 2040 and reduce transport

waste through “sharing and
repairing” things to reduce

emissions by 88% (Oxford City Council, 2024).
Whilst cycling in Oxford is already a popular

Monday_.sunday‘ IOIBeD buying hew things." They method of transport, the city currently has
1year project (Student Volunteers offeralibrary of things to nad ; inai ’ frastruciure t ;
are able to attend during the school hire tools, repair cafes and a Inacequate cycling Infrastructure to support
cora). o ersene e mocdeioemouags s seroiectemiasin
curricuium,.
, , Broken Spoke is a non-profit method of transport. Re:Pair aims to provide
@) élze:éﬂEogf; membeés InkC|UO£ﬂg ) br@ken social enterprise in Oxford ciitor SHARE Oxford Reducing stress involved in fixing cyclists with acommunity space to encourage

o anisers;;%zzfs arr? q fgtirsg © S p ke created by people whoare &Broken Spoke ,‘ agency over repairing their bikes and belongings,
rerbersveteerng onrerdton NS SRR They provide workshops, : infrastructure and highlighting responsible

courses and cycle training Students from Oxford Spires school looking to gain T . . .

and a hub of information for some repair skills during the summer holidays. Socil inferaction consumptionin the centre of the City.

cyclists. Re-using and sharing objects

assistance, or itemsin need or
repairing can be dropped off to be
repaired by a crafts person.

- Through repairing bikes and belongings, different
members of the community come together to
- share knowledge and skills. The project spans
i across the city, with the main centre located in
CO mmun Ity Ag en cy Westgate shopping centre, smaller Re:Pair centres
throughout the city, as well as bike lanes to improve
q cycling infrastructure and connecting the projects
% - together as a form of wayfinding. Not only does the
¥ e project aim to change the dynamic of Westgate
M shopping centre through bringing people
together, but also to create a more sustainable
city, encouraging a circular economy and giving
the community more agency over their belongings
and retaliating to the current consumerist society.

£ Workshops open to the public with

Through Oxfordshire Age UK, retired people who have
Passersby good DIY and repair knowledge and are looking to share
and connect.

+  Itemsrepaired for free (unless
parts are required).

+  ltemsvarying cost fromthe

Library of Things. a HEEE G
k g Broken Spoke

e Hiring a tool from the Library of
thelr chjastotor — People passing by Re:pair ) Things, delivered by bike.
repairo:#iring and Seeing repair inthe LonellneSS
something 5 -
community. Unused and broken objects
Waste
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Re:pair Repair
Bringing people together Restoring function
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Elena Crawford
Spaces for
contemplation

The Re:Pair structure spans across
apublic square into the entrance of
Westgate shopping centre through
abridge passing through an existing
opening in the shopping centre facade.
This offers visitors a unique experience to
look down and reflect about the nature of
the projectin a consumerist environment.

Repairing bikes &
belongings

Re:pairing objects
through hiring not buying

_ Repairing the planet
Re:Pair Workshops
Onthe second floor workshops are
available for the public to use free of

charge. This can be with the assistance

of volunteer DIY experts to guide people
or sole useif they are more confident

Re:pairing relationships
and community

: . S S using alone. L )
. | 4 | — i) & Bike paths route directly from the Repairing the city
“ 4 S pavement outside the shopping centre
SECOND FLOOR A y into the workshops so that people can

travel by bike.

FUNCTIONS OVER THREE LEVELS

Cafe

Acafeislocated onthe
first floor in Bonn Square,

accessible through a lift Westgate Shopping
whichalso goes to the Centre as the host
second floor, or a separate building

set of stairs from the square.
This is a space for people
using Re:Pair to gather after
repairing anitemor anyone
else inthe community.

The Re:Pair interventionis a
parasite structure to the existing
Westgate shopping centre.

Library of
Things

A place to hire different tools

and equipment is located on
the first floor in the entrance

‘ ‘ ) 0 ‘ B/ of Westgate shopping
) b/ [ centre. This directly
\ - — / encourages visitors to avoid
FIRST FLOOR \ ‘ y , _—— buying new items where
' . possible.

Bike Parking

New bike parking stations
offer visitors more space
tosecurely park their
bike whilst visiting Re:Pair
or the shopping centre,
encouraging amore
sustainable method of
transport.

A first visit to
Re:Pair

Afirst point of contact
where new visitors can
discuss repairing anitemor
have quick fixes undertaken,
being directed to the
workshopsif applicable. A
small coffee stationis also
located here spreading into
the square to encourage
amore relaxed and
welcoming environment.

GROUND FLOOR
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Bikes & Belonging[s] in a Cycling City
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Clothing Allotment tools ‘

1 Tent

Bikerack w

=

S
ﬁ Camping stove

Biking

protection Eco Activist '
% Technical Clothing

Mountain Bikers Bike Packers

Kettle =g ’
\t& ] E I! Vegetable planter
~ Clothing  Helmet z b P . . .
‘ - g(;uey | really enjoy spending my spare time to volunteer
e [ = Jg== at Re:Pair, it gives me a chance to meet new people
B : "r Canal Dwellers and is also rewarding to share my skills with others.”
C_ij—g'-mil - W%Eifgoﬂle @ equlpmgent
,.;‘; &1\ %:\
e, Yl e
Paronis Bike pump. f i I ‘\X Bkl ock Backpack \
TI;eHomeIess ﬁ\
& ' =T
Child carrier / /\\
' Students Fitness Cyclists Y / /
/
/
. ‘ R Re:pairing the broken ' /\
O~ . e
Knch}ne{uipmem ;i spatial relationship b e // ﬂ b = [ . R = Repairing the broken spatial relationship between
Blender \A/estgate - B uare 7 / Westgate (semi-public) and Bonn Square (public)
- \\}Z\\\ ‘ \ / = Breaking the existing flat facades with a push and pull
—_ \ 7 i / effect from skin and partitions at differing points in the
e : intervention, creating amore playful feelin Westgate
T A / — = Circulation routes - breaking up the banal X
\\ =New ‘street’ dynamic - cutting through the alley with
/\\\ anew intervention to change the spatial experience
\ through a parasite structure g
\ =New bike lanes travelling right through the city into
the heart of Westgate and Re:Pair workshops
“I've never been anywhere like this before but ‘I didn’t really want to volunteer at Re:Pair
my bike needed repairing, so my Dad brought as all my mates were hanging out, but it has
me here. | will tell my friends what I learnt at actually been really good fun and I've been
school next week.” able to help other people fix their stuff as well IMPACTING THE OXFORD COMMUNITY
as learning from others too.”
. . . City wide bike lanes
Ad44 torural L . .
Extending Re:Pair through the city and beyond i connecting Re:Pair
s s
Thames Path
cycle route
Smaller sub-stations R SR N T ABEE U L N NN el S PN e S T
with assistance e 3 Y
,. e \_Thornhill '
) A # e ¥ 7 == & L ! & Parkand Rids TW;T; &
[ ed A ; o il . Oie )l S L
‘ \ \\\\ Botley \/1/\ Ii’a‘rkandR“ie,\ , T
Ad2010 St V¥ IS AR NG e e W e X e e T
. . Swindow
Oxford Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan:
Aims to be aworld class cycling city AL TR
In March 2020, Oxford City Council set out “measures and programmes to achieve transformation change ! Q = \\,
inthe levels of cycling and the attractiveness of walking in Oxford” in the Oxford Local Cycling and Walking 5 Blackbird ‘
Infrastructure Plan. This aims to help residents benefits from the positives of these transport methods such CARLs e N Self-service bike |
as “health, decongestion, safety, air quality and climate change mitigation”. It supports Oxfordshire County repair stations  §

Councﬂs plans “for Oxford to become a “world class cycling city™ (Lingwood, 2020).

Oxfordshire County Council has identified the main factors which are important to making cycling in Oxford
safer and promote it as a transport method “a town-wide cycle network, a cycle friendly public realm,
traffic restraint, a cultural norm of cycling and Council commitment” (Lingwood, 2020,p. 10). A e Thames Path




Ceiling racking
Hanging biking and repair items from

Polycarbonate cladding
To create a light environment and open up Re:Pair
toeveryone

Recycled plastic cladding

Weather protection, privacy

Glulam parasite structure
Housing Re:Pair and connecting to Westgate

Secondary structure
Attachment of shelving to the main structure

Adjustable shelving, seating,
tables and bike parking

Opening canopies
To extend space

A modular structure
that can be reused

The Glulam and CLT structure
. hasbeen designed in modular
. elements so thatit can be taken :
. downand repurposed for future |
E project as required. E

___________________________

110 prototype model
exploring structure
connections and spatial
qualities of furnitecture.

ADAPTABLE SHELVING FURNITECTURE

M, =

—_l-ﬂmn-u--

\WMF sy,

Elena Crawford

< Variety of work

stations

Differing heights and sizes to suit
collaborative and individual working.

Spatial partitions

Shelving acts as partitions to create
connected spatial zones, recycled
plastic cladding is used when more
privacy is required.

Multi-purpose

shelving
Shelving that integrations display,
storage and seating.
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“The personal agency that comes with
repair goes against consumerismand

represents a challenge to a broken system”

Ava Haidar, in Broken.
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