
Why Should We Stop Being Weird?
M a ny  n e u ro d i ve r ge nt  p e o p l e  g row  u p  fe e l i n g  p re s s u re 
to  m a s k  t h e i r  d i ffe re n c e s  a n d  c o nfo r m  to  n e u rot y p i c a l 
e x p e c t at i o n s .  W h i l e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  c a n  h e l p  p e o p l e  f i t 
i n ,  t r u l y  i n c l u s i ve  d e s i g n  c re ate s  s p a c e s  w h e re  t h ey 
c a n  b e l o n g .

C o m m o n  G ro u n d  i s  a  n e u ro d i ve r s i t y - fo c u s e d  s o c i a l 
a n d  ret a i l  h u b  w i t h i n  B r i s to l ’s  O l d  F i re  S t at i o n . 
T h ro u g h  a  re c o rd  s h o p ,  t a b l eto p  ga m i n g  s to re ,  a n d 
f l e x i b l e  gat h e r i n g  s p a c e ,  i t  c re ate s  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  fo r 
a u t h e nt i c ,  i n - p e r s o n  c o n n e c t i o n . 

M u s i c  s u p p o r t s  e x p re s s i o n  a n d  d i s c ove r y,  w h i l e 
ga m e s  p rov i d e  s t r u c tu re d  s o c i a l  i nte r a c t i o n  t h ro u g h 
s h a re d  i nte re s t s .  To get h e r,  t h e s e  s p a c e s  c e l e b r ate 
n e u ro d i ve r s i t y,  c re at i n g  a n  e nv i ro n m e nt  w h e re 
d i ffe re n c e  i s  we l c o m e d  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  c a n  t h r i ve .

Play. Lis ten. Belong.
Not every space is made for 
everyone.
Many social  environments can be 
difficult  to navigate for neurodivergent 
individuals who have difficulties 
interpreting unspoken expectations of 
how to act,  respond,  or par ticipate.  This 
can lead to feeling a lack of belonging 
due to being “too much“ or “not enough“.

Common Ground is a space 
shaped around difference.
It  explores how environments can 
suppor t both connection and retreat.  It 
brings together t wo analogue spaces:  a 
tabletop game shop and a music shop, 
shaped by pre-digital  nostalgia where 
interaction is  offl ine,  and in the moment.

The Site:
The Old Fire Station, Silver St, Bristol 
T h e  o l d  B r i d ewe l l  F i re s t at i o n  i s  a  l a n d m a r k  b u i l d i n g 
b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  c e nt re  of  t h e  c i t y  a n d  wa s  i n  o p e r at i o n 
a s  a  f i re  s t at i o n  f ro m  1 9 3 0  to  1 9 7 3. 

T h e  h i s to r i c  b u i l d i n g  fo r m s  p a r t  of  a  t r i a n gu l a r  s i te 
b o u n d e d  b y  B r i d ewe l l  S t re et ,  S i l ve r  S t re et  a n d  N e l s o n 
S t re et .  T h e  s i te  h i s to r i c a l l y  i n c l u d e d  a  p o l i c e  s t at i o n , 
m a g i s t r ate s ’  c o u r t s  a n d  f i re  s t at i o n  a r r a n ge d  a ro u n d 
a  s h a re d  c o u r t ya rd . 

T h e  b u i l d i n g  ref l e c t s  e a r l y  t we nt i et h - c e ntu r y  c i v i c 
a rc h i te c tu re ,  c o m b i n i n g  fu n c t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  w i t h 
re s t r a i n e d  c l a s s i c a l  d et a i l i n g .  I t s  s t re et - fa c i n g 
e l evat i o n  i s  c h a r a c te r i s e d  b y  a  s e r i e s  of  l a r ge 
re d  d o o r s  fo r  f i re  e n g i n e s .  I nte r n a l l y,  t h e  s t at i o n 
o r i g i n a l l y  c o nt a i n e d  e n g i n e  b a y s ,  wo r ks h o p s  a n d 
a c c o m m o d at i o n  fo r  f i ref i g hte r s  a r r a n ge d  a c ro s s 
m u l t i p l e  f l o o r s .

Roughly 1 in 7 people in the 
UK are neurodivergent.
( S o u r c e :  N H S  S c o t l a n d )

In May 2026, it is estimated 
that 2,492,000 people in 
England have ADHD, including 
those without a diagnosis.
( S o u r c e :  N H S  E n g l a n d )

What is Neurodiversity?
The word neurodiversit y refers to the diversit y of al l 
people,  but it  is  often used in the context of autism 
spectrum disorder,  ADHD or learning disabil it ies. 
The neurodiversit y movement emerged during 
the 1990s,  aiming to increase acceptance and 
inclusion of al l  people while embracing neurological 
differences. 
(Source: Har vard Health)

An environment of belonging.
Tabletop games offer structure and 
shared interaction,  while music provides 
emotional  expression and escape. 
Designed with neurodivergent users at 
the hear t,  the project holds space to 
those who need it .

C a m p a i g n  Ta b l e

Ta b l e t o p  G a m e  S h o p

L i s t e n i n g  B o o t h s

Re c o r d  S h o p

M a i n  E n t r a n c e

E v e n t  E q u i p m e n t

To i l e t s

G a t h e r i n g  S p a c e

A fifth of neurodivergent adults 
have been laughed at because 
of their neurodiversity.
( S o u r c e :  Zu r i c h  U K )

Autis tic individuals are up to 4 
times more l ikely to experience 
loneliness than neurotypical 
people.
( S o u r c e :  S w a n s e a  U n i v e r s i t y )



“A lot of people are social ly 
awkward within this hobby but 
this is their safe space. It’s where 
they feel l ike someone else l ikes 
the same thing as they do.”

In the age of online gaming why 
should we look to tabletop games?

T h e r e  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t a b l e t o p  r o l e - p l a y i n g  g a m e s   o f f e r 

s i g n i f i c a n t  s o c i a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c  b e n e f i t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y 

f o r  n e u r o d i v e r g e n t  p e o p l e .  S t u d i e s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P l y m o u t h 

f o u n d  t h a t  g a m e s  s u c h  a s  D u n g e o n s  &  D r a g o n s  c a n  i m p r o v e 

c o n f i d e n c e ,  a s s e r t i v e n e s s ,  a n d  r e a l - w o r l d  s o c i a l  e n g a g e m e n t .

I t  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t h a t  t h o s e  w i t h  a u t i s m  e n j o y  b o a r d  g a m e s  b e c a u s e 

t h e y  t a k e  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f f  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  a r o u n d  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s . 

C l e a r  r u l e s ,  s h a r e d  o b j e c t i v e s ,  a n d  s t r u c t u r e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  c r e a t e  a 

s a f e r  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  c o n n e c t i o n .  B o a r d  g a m e s  a l s o  a l l o w  i n d i v i d u a l s 

t o   s a f e l y  e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h  c h a l l e n g i n g  s c e n a r i o s  l i k e  c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n , 

a n d  o f f e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e x p l o r e  i d e n t i t y  t h r o u g h  c h a r a c t e r  p l a y.

W h i l e  o n l i n e  g a m i n g  h a s  e n a b l e d  m a n y  n e u r o d i v e r g e n t  p e o p l e  t o  f i n d 

c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  c o m m u n i t y,  a c c e s s i b l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  i n - p e r s o n 

p l a y  r e m a i n  l i m i t e d .  D i g i t a l  s p a c e s  t h e r e f o r e  o f t e n  b e c o m e  t h e  p r i m a r y 

m e a n s  o f  s o c i a l  e n g a g e m e n t .  C o m m o n  G r o u n d  r e s p o n d s  t o  t h i s  b y 

c r e a t i n g  a  w e l c o m i n g  p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  n e u r o d i v e r g e n t 

p e o p l e  c a n  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  s o c i a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c 

b e n e f i t s  o f  t a b l e t o p  g a m i n g  i n  p e r s o n ,  f r e e  f r o m  p r e s s u r e  t o  c o n f o r m 

t o  n e u r o t y p i c a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s .

Interview with Ryan Thurlby
Pokemon fan and card collector

R y a n  i s  1 8  a n d  w a s  d i a g n o s e d  w i t h  a u t i s m  a  f e w 

y e a r s  a g o . 

P o k é m o n  h a s  b e c o m e  a  m a j o r  p a s s i o n  i n  h i s  l i f e 

a n d  p l a y s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  h e l p i n g  h i m  e x p r e s s 

h i m s e l f  a n d  c o n n e c t  w i t h  o t h e r s . 

I t  a l s o  i n s p i r e s  h i s  c r e a t i v i t y  &  h e  i s  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y 

t a l e n t e d  a r t i s t ,  a s  s h o w n  b y  h i s  d r a w i n g  o f  F l a r e o n .

Q :  W h e n  d i d  y o u  f i r s t  b e c o m e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n 

P o k e m o n ? 

A :  I ’ v e  a l w a y s  l i k e d  i t .  B u t  t h e  f i r s t  g a m e  I  e v e r 

p l a y e d  w a s  P o k e m o n  X  a n d  Y  i n  2 0 1 3

Q :  H o w  d o e s  P o k e m o n  h e l p  y o u  c o n n e c t  w i t h  o t h e r 

p e o p l e ? 

A :  T h e r e  p e o p l e  o f  a l l  a g e s  w h o  e n j o y  i t  a n d  t h e  fa n  b a s e  k e e p s  g r o w i n g .  Yo u  c a n  l e a r n  a  l o t  a b o u t 

s o m e o n e  b y  w h a t  t h e y  c o l l e c t  a n d  i t  c a n  b e  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  s t a r t e r.  I  w e n t  t o  a  TC G  ( T r a d i n g 

C a r d  G a m e )  c l u b  a n d  m e t  m o r e  p e o p l e  l i k e  m e  w i t h  a u t i s m  a n d  t h e  c a r d s  r e a l l y  h e l p e d  s t a r t 

c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a n d  m e e t  n e w  p e o p l e .  F i n d i n g  p e o p l e  w i t h  s i m i l a r  fa v o u r i t e  P o k e m o n  f e e l s  l i k e 

f i n d i n g  s o m e o n e  w h o  l i k e s  t h e  s a m e  f o o t b a l l  t e a m  a s  y o u .

Q :  D o  y o u  f e e l  m o r e  c o n f i d e n t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  c a r e  a b o u t ?

A :  Ye s .  I f  I  g o  i n t o  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  n o t  k n o w i n g  w h a t  I  a m  g o i n g  t o  s a y  i t  c a n  f e e l  h a r d .  I f  i t ’s  a 

t o p i c  I  k n o w  a  l o t  a b o u t  I  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t o  r e h e a r s e  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n  m y  h e a d  b e c a u s e  I  a l r e a d y 

k n o w  a l l  t h e  fa c t s .

For many neurodivergent people, Mimikyu 
embodies the exhausting practice of 
masking. Masking means suppressing 
stimming & other behaviours, in order 
to blend into a neurotypical society.

Beneath the disguise lies 
a vulnerable creature that 
hides its true form out of 
fear of rejection, prioritising 
connection over authenticity.

Mimikyu is a Pokémon that 
many neurodivergent fans see 
themselves in. It disguises itself 
as Pikachu, the franchise’s most 
recognisable character, seeking 
acceptance through imitation.

The mask comes at a cost. Many 
experience deep exhaustion 
from constant masking, which 
can lead to burnout, anxiety, and 
depression. Like Mimikyu, they 
long to be accepted as they truly 
are, without disguise.

Card col lections are more than paper :

T h i s  r e s e a r c h  h i g h l i g h t e d  t a b l e t o p  g a m i n g  a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a r e a  t o  e x p l o r e 

w i t h i n  t h e  d e s i g n .  D e s p i t e  i t s  p r o v e n  s o c i a l  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c  b e n e f i t s , 

t h e  h o b b y  i s  o f t e n  b u r d e n e d  b y  s t e r e o t y p e s  o f  b e i n g  “ n e r d y ”  o r  “ w e i r d ” . 

T h i s  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  n e e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  s p a c e  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  a c c o m m o d a t e s 

t h e s e  i n t e r e s t s  b u t  c e l e b r a t e s  t h e m  a n d  t r e a t s  t h e m  w i t h  d i g n i t y. 

 

T h e  d e s i g n  t h e r e f o r e  a p p r o a c h e s  t a b l e t o p  g a m i n g  a s  a  m e a n i n g f u l 

s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t y.  T h e  s p a c e s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f 

s e r i o u s n e s s  a n d  r e s p e c t ,  a v o i d i n g  t h e  i n fa n t i l i s a t i o n  t h a t  c a n  o f t e n 

a c c o m p a n y  e n v i r o n m e n t s  a i m e d  a t  n e u r o d i v e r g e n t  u s e r s .  At  t h e  s a m e 

t i m e ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  e m b r a c e s  c r e a t i v i t y,  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  a n d  p l a y f u l n e s s , 

r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i t  h o s t s  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  i t  s e r v e s .



“Please understand. 
We don’t want no t rouble.
We just want the right to be different. 
That’s al l.” 
- Pulp

Human Discovery A l g o r i t h m i c  D i s c o v e r y

Word of mouth

Physical Exchanges

Chance Findings Thril l of the hunt

Listening to the radio

Pa i d  to  p ro m ote  m u s i c

Lo s s  of  c o g n i t i ve  effo r t

Lo s s  of  d i ve r s i t y
Pa s s i ve l y  c o n s u m i n g

Feeling the Music

Listening

Discovering

Music for the neurodivergent 
brain
A D H D  i s  o f t e n  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a  s i m p l e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p a y 

a t t e n t i o n .  I n  r e a l i t y,  i t  c a n  f e e l  l i k e  p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o 

e v e r y t h i n g  a t  o n c e .  B a c k g r o u n d  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  p a s s i n g 

s o u n d s ,  v i s u a l  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  i n t e r n a l  t h o u g h t s  a l l  c o m p e t e 

f o r  a t t e n t i o n .  M u s i c  c a n  h e l p  b y  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  p a r t s  o f  t h e 

b r a i n  t h a t  m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  b e  d r a w n  t o  d i s t r a c t i n g  s t i m u l i . 

I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  i t  f u n c t i o n s  m u c h  l i k e  a  f i d g e t  t o y :  p r o v i d i n g 

e n o u g h  s t r u c t u r e d  s t i m u l a t i o n  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  u r g e  t o  s e e k 

d i s t r a c t i o n  e l s e w h e r e .  F o r  m a n y  p e o p l e  w i t h  A D H D,  m u s i c 

m a k e s  i t  e a s i e r  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e ,  r e g u l a t e  a t t e n t i o n ,  a n d 

r e m a i n  e n g a g e d  w i t h  t h e  t a s k  a t  h a n d .

F r o m  m y  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  m u s i c  i s  n o t  s i m p l y  e n j o y a b l e ;  i t  i s 

e s s e n t i a l .  I t  h e l p s  m e  m e a s u r e  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t i m e .  I f  t h r e e 

o r  f o u r  s o n g s  h a v e  p l a y e d ,  I  k n o w  t h a t  r o u g h l y  t e n  m i n u t e s 

h a v e  p a s s e d .  W i t h o u t  t h i s  e x t e r n a l  r e f e r e n c e ,  m y  s e n s e  o f 

t i m e  b e c o m e s  u n r e l i a b l e :  w h a t  f e e l s  l i k e  f i v e  m i n u t e s  c a n 

s o m e t i m e s  t u r n  o u t  t o  b e  a n  h o u r.

N e u r o d i v e r g e n t  p e o p l e  a l s o  o f t e n  f e e l  m u s i c  m o r e  d e e p l y. 

I t  i s  o f t e n  a  f u l l - b o d y,  m u l t i - s e n s o r y  e x p e r i e n c e .  F o r  p e o p l e 

w i t h  A D H D,  m u s i c  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  s t i m u l a t e  d o p a m i n e 

r e l e a s e ,  h e l p i n g  t o  i m p r o v e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  s u s t a i n 

a t t e n t i o n .  F o r  a u t i s t i c  p e o p l e ,  m u s i c  c a n  p r o v i d e  a  v a l u a b l e 

t o o l  f o r  e m o t i o n a l  e x p r e s s i o n ,  s e n s o r y  r e g u l a t i o n ,  a n d  s e l f -

s o o t h i n g .

M a n y  n e u r o d i v e r g e n t  p e o p l e  a l s o  f i n d  c o m f o r t  i n  r e p e t i t i o n . 

Re t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  s a m e  s o n g s ,  p l a y l i s t s ,  o r  r h y t h m s  c a n 

c r e a t e  a  s e n s e  o f  fa m i l i a r i t y  a n d  p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  i n  a n  o f t e n 

o v e r w h e l m i n g  w o r l d .  R a t h e r  t h a n  b e c o m i n g  r e p e t i t i v e , 

fa m i l i a r  m u s i c  c a n  p r o v i d e  s t a b i l i t y,  r e g u l a t i o n ,  a n d  a 

r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e  o f  e n j o y m e n t .

C u r a t e d  m u s i c 
s e l e c t i o n  i n 
e a c h  b o o t h

G r a b  &  L i s t e n

H u m a n  d i s c o v e r y  a s  a n 
a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  d i g i t a l 
a l g o r i t h m s

“They l is ten with their ears, while 
we lis ten with our whole being.”

M u s i c  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  t o o l  i n  t h e  e v e r y d a y  l i v e s  o f  m a n y  n e u r o d i v e r g e n t 
p e o p l e ,  s u p p o r t i n g  f o c u s ,  e m o t i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n ,  s e n s o r y  p r o c e s s i n g ,  a n d 
w e l l b e i n g .  W h i l e  d i g i t a l  p l a t f o r m s  h a v e  m a d e  m u s i c  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e  t h a n 
e v e r,  t h e y  h a v e  a l s o  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  w a y  w e  d i s c o v e r  i t .  P l a t f o r m s  s u c h  a s 
S p o t i f y  c a n  a c c u r a t e l y  p r e d i c t  w h a t  w e  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  e n j o y.  H o w e v e r,  t h i s 
p r o c e s s  o f t e n  r e m o v e s  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  h u m a n  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  m u s i c  d i s c o v e r y.

T h i s  i n f o r m e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  a n  a n a l o g u e  r e c o r d  s h o p  c e n t r e d 
o n  h u m a n  d i s c o v e r y.  T h e  s p a c e  c e l e b r a t e s  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  f i n d i n g  a n 
u n e x p e c t e d  a l b u m ,  r e c e i v i n g  a  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f r o m  a  s t r a n g e r,  o r  b o n d i n g 
o v e r  a  s h a r e d  m u s i c a l  i n t e r e s t .  I t  r e c o g n i s e s  t h a t  t h e  r i t u a l s  s u r r o u n d i n g 
m u s i c ,  b r o w s i n g  s h e l v e s ,  e x c h a n g i n g  r e c o r d s ,  r e c o m m e n d i n g  a r t i s t s ,  a n d 
s h a r i n g  s t o r i e s ,  c a n  b e  j u s t  a s  v a l u a b l e  a s  l i s t e n i n g  i t s e l f.

A n  a l g o r i t h m  m a y  p r e d i c t  e x a c t l y  w h a t  w e  w a n t  t o  h e a r  n e x t ,  b u t  i t  c a n  n e v e r 
r e p l i c a t e  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ’s  e y e s  l i g h t i n g  u p  a s  t h e y  s a y,  “ Yo u 
h a v e  t o  h e a r  t h i s .”

O f f e r  a  c h o i c e  t o  r e m a i n 
a l o n e  o r  e n g a g e  w i t h 
o t h e r s

Listening Booth Design
T h e  l i s t e n i n g  b o o t h s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  d i f f e r e n t 

s o c i a l  p r e f e r e n c e s ,  a l l o w i n g  v i s i t o r s  t o  e i t h e r  s h a r e  a  l i s t e n i n g 

e x p e r i e n c e  o r  e n g a g e  w i t h  m u s i c  i n d e p e n d e n t l y.  T h e y  p r o v i d e 

m o m e n t s  o f  c o m f o r t ,  r e t r e a t ,  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n ,  c r e a t i n g  a  s p a c e 

w h e r e  p e o p l e  c a n  e x p e r i e n c e  m u s i c  o n  t h e i r  o w n  t e r m s .

T h e  f o r m  o f  t h e  b o o t h s  e m e r g e d  t h r o u g h  a n  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e 

v i n y l  r e c o r d ,  r e i n t e r p r e t i n g  i t s  t y p i c a l l y  r i g i d  g e o m e t r y  i n t o  a 

m o r e  f l u i d  a n d  e x p r e s s i v e  l a n g u a g e .  T h i s  f l o w i n g  f o r m  b e c a m e  a 

k e y  d e s i g n  m o t i f,  i n f o r m i n g  p a t t e r n s  a n d  d e t a i l s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 

p r o j e c t .

T h e  p a t t e r n  r e f l e c t s  b o t h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  g r o o v e s  o f  a  r e c o r d  a n d 

t h e  e m o t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  l i s t e n i n g  t o  m u s i c .  I t s  r i s e s  a n d  fa l l s 

e v o k e  t h e  r h y t h m s ,  i n t e n s i t y,  a n d  m o v e m e n t  o f  s o u n d ,  c a p t u r i n g 

t h e  d e e p l y  i m m e r s i v e  a n d  o f t e n  m u l t i s e n s o r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  m a n y 

n e u r o d i v e r g e n t  p e o p l e  h a v e  w i t h  m u s i c .



First Floor Plan:

Ground Floor Plan:

Ta b l e t o p  G a m e p l a y

M o d e l  P a i n t i n g

C a r d  T r a d i n g

C a m p a i g n  W r i t i n g

Ta b l e t o p  F o l d s

S l o t s  I n t o  C e n t r e

Te r r a i n  I s  U n v e i l e d

S u p p o r t s  Ro l e  P l a y 
G a m e s  S u c h  A s 
D u n g e o n s  &  D r a g o n s

N a v i g a t e  c h a l l e n g e s 
a n d  i d e n t i t y  t h r o u g h 
r o l e p l a y

Campaign Table
T h e  c a m p a i g n  t a b l e  i s  d e s i g n e d  a s  a  m u l t i f u n c t i o n a l 
c e n t r e p i e c e  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  b o t h  r e t a i l  d i s p l a y  a n d 
g a m e p l a y.

T h e  f l a t  s u r fa c e  a c c o m m o d a t e s  a  r a n g e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s , 
i n c l u d i n g  b o a r d  g a m i n g ,  t r a d i n g  c a r d  s e s s i o n s , 
m i n i a t u r e  p a i n t i n g ,  a n d  c a m p a i g n  p l a n n i n g .

T h e  t a b l e t o p  f o l d s  i n t o  t h e  c e n t r e  t o  r e v e a l  t e r r a i n 
b e n e a t h .  T r a n f o r m i n g  i t  i n t o  a n  i m m e r s i v e  g a m i n g 
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a l l o w i n g  p l a y e r s  t o  b r i n g  t h e i r 
c a m p a i g n s  t o  l i f e  a n d  b e c o m e  f u l l y  a b s o r b e d  i n  t h e 
w o r l d s  t h e y  c r e a t e  t o g e t h e r.

B y  a d a p t i n g  t o  d i f f e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
d a y,  t h e  c a m p a i g n  t a b l e  b e c o m e s  b o t h  a  s o c i a l  h u b 
a n d  a  c a t a l y s t  f o r  c r e a t i v e  p l a y.

Final Model @1:50 Scale

Slow Browsing
T h e  r e c o r d  s t o r e  i s  d e s i g n e d 
t o  e n c o u r a g e  s l o w,  e x p l o r a t o r y 
b r o w s i n g ,  w i t h  c i r c u l a t i o n  p a t h s 
w r a p p i n g  a r o u n d  d i s p l a y  a r e a s  t o 
p r o m o t e  d i s c o v e r y  r a t h e r  t h a n 
d i r e c t  d e s t i n a t i o n - l e d  m o v e m e n t

C l e a r  s i g h t l i n e s  a c r o s s  t h e  s p a c e 
e n s u r e  o v e r a l l  v i s i b i l i t y,  h e l p i n g 
u s e r s  f e e l  o r i e n t e d  a n d  s e c u r e  b y 
m a i n t a i n i n g  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e i r 
s u r r o u n d i n g s .  At  t h e  s a m e  t i m e , 
m o r e  p r i v a t e  m o m e n t s  o f  r e t r e a t 
a r e  p r o v i d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  l i s t e n i n g 
b o o t h s ,  o f f e r i n g  s p a c e s  f o r 
w i t h d r a w a l ,  r e f l e c t i o n ,  a n d  f o c u s e d 
e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h  m u s i c .

To g e t h e r,  t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  b a l a n c e 
o p e n n e s s  &  e n c l o s u r e ,  s u p p o r t i n g 
b o t h  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  a n d 
i n d i v i d u a l  c o m f o r t .

Interaction
I  e n c o u r a g e d  e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  p r o j e c t ’s  t h e m e s , 

b y  a s k i n g  p e o p l e  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  a  p r o m p t  q u e s t i o n  a n d 

a d d  t h e i r  a n s w e r s  t o  a  c o l l e c t i v e  i n s t a l l a t i o n .  To g e t h e r, 

t h e s e  r e s p o n s e s  f o r m e d  a  c h a r a c t e r  f r o m  t h e  d e s i g n , 

t u r n i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  r e f l e c t i o n s  i n t o  a  s h a r e d ,  e v o l v i n g 

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ’s  i d e a s .

T h e  q u e s t i o n s  i n c l u d e d :

W h a t  s o n g  f e e l s  l i k e  a  m e m o r y ?

W h y  d o e s  m u s i c  m a t t e r  t o  y o u ?

I f  y o u  c o u l d  l e a v e  o n e  s o n g  f o r  a  s t r a n g e r, 

w h a t  w o u l d  i t  b e ?

A

A

A

A



Section AA

Board Game Steps
T h e  m a i n  s t a i r c a s e  a c t s  a s  m o r e  t h a n  a  c i r c u l a t i o n  r o u t e .  D e s i g n e d  a s  s t e p p e d 
s e a t i n g ,  i t  p r o v i d e s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  v i s i t o r s  t o  p a u s e ,  o b s e r v e ,  a n d  i n t e r a c t 
a s  t h e y  m o v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  b u i l d i n g .

T h e  s t e p s  h o u s e  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  b o a r d  g a m e s ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  s p o n t a n e o u s  p l a y 
a n d  i n f o r m a l  s o c i a l  e n c o u n t e r s .  T h e  s t a i r c a s e  c r e a t e s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r 
c o n n e c t i o n  w h e r e  p e o p l e  n o r m a l l y  p a s s  e a c h  o t h e r  b y.  W h e t h e r  j o i n i n g  a 
g a m e ,  w a t c h i n g  o t h e r s  p l a y,  o r  s i m p l y  t a k i n g  a  s e a t ,  v i s i t o r s  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o 
e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a t  t h e i r  o w n  p a c e .

T h e  B o a r d  G a m e  S t e p s  s u p p o r t  t h e  p r o j e c t ’s  a i m  o f  c r e a t i n g  l o w - p r e s s u r e 
s o c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  w h e r e  i n t e r a c t i o n  f e e l s  n a t u r a l ,  a c c e s s i b l e ,  a n d  d r i v e n 
b y  s h a r e d  i n t e r e s t s .

Gathering Space
T h e  g a t h e r i n g  s p a c e  f o r m s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e 
r e c o r d  s h o p  a n d  t a b l e t o p  g a m i n g  s t o r e .  D e s i g n e d  a s  a  f l e x i b l e  s o c i a l  h u b , 
i t  s u p p o r t s  a  r a n g e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s ,  f r o m  i n f o r m a l  e n c o u n t e r s ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n , 
a n d  m o m e n t s  o f  r e s t  t o  l i v e  m u s i c ,  l i s t e n i n g  p a r t i e s ,  t r a d i n g  c a r d  e v e n t s , 
a n d  t a b l e t o p  g a m i n g  t o u r n a m e n t s .

S u s p e n d e d  t a b l e s  i n t e g r a t e  l i g h t i n g  a n d  c a n  b e  l o w e r e d  a s  n e e d e d , 
a l l o w i n g  t h e  l a y o u t  t o  a d a p t  t o  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p  s i z e s  a n d  e v e n t s .  T h i s 
a d j u s t a b l e  a r r a n g e m e n t  e n a b l e s  t h e  s p a c e  t o  s h i f t  s e a m l e s s l y  b e t w e e n 
e v e r y d a y  u s e  a n d  l a r g e r  c o m m u n i t y  g a t h e r i n g s .

T h r o u g h  t h i s  f l e x i b i l i t y,  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  s p a c e  b e c o m e s  a  p l a t f o r m  f o r 
s h a r e d  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  m u s i c ,  p l a y,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
i n  b r i n g i n g  p e o p l e  t o g e t h e r.


