
What lies beneath?

Mixed media rendered section visual of experience within the Megatron ‘Cathedral’
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“

Climate change is the symptom of failure 

of our ability to govern ourselves.

Indy Johar

CONCEPT

A multi-sensory, multi-dimensional experience 
journeying below the surface-level of Sheffield 
City centre into what lies beneath - a series of 
arched river culverts, known as the Megatron.

Born out of an interplay of ideas relating to 
the causes of disconnection between man and 
his environment it intends to evoke a deep 
transitional journey into the human psyche, 
providing portals of access to realisations 
and profound learnings of interrelation and 
interdependence.

Entanglement
Dried reeds, grass and sticks weaved together with hemp rope.

Concept collage of William Blake’s Albion man entangled in mobius strip.

2.5’ ANIMATION

CLICK HERE TO 
WATCH VIDEO



T
he rapidly escalating cruelty of our present m

om
ent 

cannot be overstated, nor can the long-term
 dam

age 
to the collective psyche should this go on challenged. 
Beneath the theatre of som

e governm
ents denying 

clim
ate change and others claim

ing to be doing 
som

ething about it w
hile they fortress their borders from

 
its effects. T

here is one overarching question facing us.
In the rough and rocky future that has already begun, 
w

hat kind of people are w
e going to be? W

ill w
e share 

w
hat’s left and try to look after one another? O

r are 
w

e instead going to attem
pt to hoard w

hat’s left, look 
after our ow

n and lock everyone else out. In this tim
e of 

rising seas and rising fascism
, these are the stark choices 

before us. T
here are options besides full-blow

n clim
ate 

barbarism
, but given how

 far dow
n the road w

e are, there 
is no point pretending that they are easy. It’s going to 
take a lot m

ore than a carbon tax or carbon-trade. It’s 
going to take an all-out w

ar on pollution and poverty and 
racism

 and colonialism
 and despair all at once.

I m
ust be the first

Surely no one has let the cold jeg their knees
Q

uite happily
Lined up a ruler against the seam
W

here the sky on a too-full stom
ach

Tucks itself into the sea

O
nly I see the w

ater
Sugar-glazed to stillness
Like tw

o taps w
ith a spoon

W
ould split its lid in tw

o

T
he w

ind that burls m
e

D
oes not feel second hand

It’s as true as a first-w
ord

T
hat repaints the front room

 it cuts through

Sounds stretched to an echo
So no one rem

em
bers how

 language used to land
T

he sand
Is out the packet new
Branded w

ith m
y shoes

M
aybe the sun is knackered too

Like each of us
W

rapped up in our w
ork, and ourselves

D
ream

ing of being shelled by our backpacks
A

nd sw
allow

ed by the beach
M

aybe it’s a parent
Too tired to keep playing
T

hat lies through their teeth
Because all pain is sm

all change
In the cost of w

onder

R
ising som

ew
here else w

hile w
e see it sleep

R
eturning its light

In the nick of tim
e

So that not a grain is lost
N

ot a bloat of cloud burst
N

ot a w
ave out of place

I m
ust be the first

Its also to know
 that our bodily health is profoundly 

connected to planetry health, 
T

he hum
an body and the planetry body depend upon 

one other for that health.
A

nd so, it’s a m
assive expansion of our recognition of 

w
hat hum

an prosperitry actually m
eans. 

T
hose planetry boundaries

It’s not a trade off of developm
ent or the environm

ent. 

T
he living planet is part of our ow

n bodily health.
So, i offer this as a com

pass, and if this is the com
pass, 

w
here are w

e today? 

I think it’s certainly true to say, that i do feel that
 In pre-m

odern kinds of literature, w
e had m

any kinds 
of beings w

ho speak. 
T

he iliad, the odessy. 
T

hey’re filled w
ith all kinds of beings 

Like anim
als and forces of nature 

Like the ocean in the form
 of neptune 

A
nd that’s absolutely true also of pre-m

odern england 
literature and pre-m

odern chinese literature. 
I do feel that one of the w

ays in w
hich w

e need to get 
back, if possible, 
To earlier types of storytelling is precisely this, 
W

e try and see w
hat it is that w

e’ve silenced about 
the w

orld. 
Because really, the catastrophe that is upon us now

 
arises out of the silencing of other beings.  

But w
hen w

e are w
riting about a w

orld w
here that sense 

of place is itself dissolving in m
ultiple w

ays,
Because the people are leaving, 
Because the ecologies are collapsing,
 Because the anim

als are leaving, 
T

he ecosystem
s are leaving, 

W
e can’t w

rite about localism
 in that w

ay.
It’s a new

 w
orld that w

e’ve stepped into.

A
nd the second thing is exactly this

T
his sense of the uncanny 

T
hat suddenly w

e w
ake up one day, and w

e realise 
w

hen all this w
hile w

hen w
e thought the earth w

as inert, 
It w

as alive, it w
as w

atching us it w
as judgiing us. 

T
he Im

pacts O
f Loneliness Is A

ctually Physically K
illing 

U
s. 

W
e’re N

ot Isolated Either In Space O
r In T

im
e, 

A
ctually, W

e’re Interdependent 
A

nd W
e’ve Becom

e U
sed To A

 C
haricature 

U
nderstanding O

f T
he W

orld A
s M

e A
s A

n Individual. 
A

nd T
hat M

e, O
r T

hat O
bject W

orld V
iew

 W
as A

 Brilliant 
W

orld V
iew

 For A
bout 300 Hundred/400 Hundred Years. 

T
hat N

ew
tonian Enlightened W

orld V
iew

 O
f Seeing T

he 
W

orld T
hrough O

bjects A
llow

ed U
s To O

perate In A
n 

Infinite W
orld. 

In A
 R

elitavely Infinite W
orld W

e Saw
 T

he T
hings By 

Putting T
hem

 In V
itro, W

e Put T
hem

 In G
lass A

nd Treat 
T

hem
 Like A

n O
bject 

“

In some way or other, the human race has to learn how to leave the world alone 
and let what is called the natural homeostasis,
that is the self-balancing process of nature,
take care of the mess. 

Now how are going to do that?

Alan Watts

T
he w

ay attribute value and m
eaning is through 

m
etaphors, as w

e know
. 

A
nd right now

, our m
etaphor for our relationship to 

the natural w
orld is one of extraction, 

W
e see ourselves as separate from

, as superior to it.
A

nd that began to happen w
ith christianity but then 

it really ram
ped up w

ith the scientific revolution. 

Pear
Walnut
Quince 
Peach
Cherry
Plum
Rowan
Black 
mulberry
Almond
Hazel
Chestnut
Medlar
Fig
Laurel
Olive
Date palm
Citron.

Thistle
Nettle
Violet
Agrimony
Henbane
Black dock
Tansy

When summer and winter separate, so that either summer 
recedes and winter arrives, 
or winter recedes and summer arrives, there’s a certian 
mixed substance appears, flying through the air
Like a whiteness of threads 
Where the air is purifying itself

Sectional drawing through megatron with lyrics from sound piece transcribed and superimposed.

Outlet into 
River Don 

Entrance/
exit off Sheaf 
Street



Intervention 2a
(see appendix for details)

Intervention 2a
original sketch

Intervention 2b
original sketch

Intervention 3
original sketch

Intervention 2b
(see appendix for details)

Intervention 3
(see appendix for details)

Megatron route

Installation route

Entrance / Exit 

Sh
ea

f S
tre

et

Pond Hill

Broad Street West

Megatron Cathedral 

Megatron outlet into the River 
Don

Train Station

Park Hill

Distance approx 0.5km 

Adjustable safety hard hat 
suitable for climbing and 
construction.

Red LED light attached to 
back of helmet (Only source of 
artificial light).

Guides for the installation that 
set the pace for the duration, 
interspersing themselves 
amongst the group. 

Passing from daylight into the darkness, the 
actants become a part of the navigation system, 
with their subtly lit helmets guiding each other’s 
footsteps as they tread along the makeshift 
wooden platforms that elevate them above the 
River Sheaf running below.  

The sound piece provides a 23 minute, real-time 
sonic render - a montage of field recordings, 
rhythms and music, interspersed with vocal 
commentaries related to man and climate. 

The sound piece provides the physical conditions 
for a transcendence from the outer, material world, 
into the inner, immaterial world.

An array of emotions may be triggered, reaching 
the climatic point at the Megatron Cathedral, 
where a portal of natural light presents itself in 
the distance. 

The sound piece gradually fades and allows the 
sounds of the present environment to return, 
permitting a slow re-connection with the material 
surroundings and preparing for the moment of 
resurgence.

The actants are invited to make their own journey 
back the way they came with the natural light from 
the entrance highlighting the materiality of the 
spaces that perhaps were previously unseen.

“

Life is a series of mini resurrections [...] of 

collapses into the chaotic underworld; where you 

learn something profound and when you come back out, 

you’re more than you were when you went in.

Jordan Peterson
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Climate justice runs so much deeper than the materiality of our 
constructed world and this project is heavily inspired by the work 
of the following practitioners who invest into untangling these 
complexities.

adam curtis | alan watts | amitav ghosh | thomas hobbes | jordan 
peterson | rob hopkins | william blake | karl jung | kate ranworth 
| naomi klein | indy johar | francis bacon | rudolf steiner | david 
gameau | hildegard von bingen | seetal solanki | timothy morton 

2.5’ ANIMATION

23’ SOUNDPIECE

LIV DOBSON INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE + SPATIAL DESIGN




