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By Edie Mae Vines.

Re-imagining Social Housing.
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The Housing Crisis.

Concept.

After re-searching into the housing crisis in the UK, it can clearly be seen that 
the UK needs to do more to address and solve this issue. The local government 
is meant to provide 3 primary functions, education; heath and welfare; and 
house keeping. According to a report from the National Housing Federation in 
2021, there are 8.5 million people in the UK with an ‘unmet’ housing need. 4.2 
million of these people would qualify for social housing. More alarmingly, in 
2021, 1.3 million children are in need of social housing. 

However, looking a the graph below, it can be seen since 1950 the building of 
social housing has decreased at a significant rate.

Social housing is so important as it helps the most vulnerable in society and it prevents homelessness. 
I feel strongly that everybody deserves to have a stable, safe and inspiring home/base in their lives as it 
completely elevates the quality of living. Having somewhere that is not just a roof over your head, but a 
place that is a ‘home’ effects so many different parts of individuals lives, e.g. mental health, motivation, 
productivity, mood etc. However due to the housing crisis currently in the UK, so many people are not 
able to get the help and support that is promised when it comes to social housing.
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Social Housing through time.

Concept.

Further research into the housing crisis highlighted how the care time and effort 
of designing social housing has decreased since the Addison Act was passed in 
1919.  It seems as though when the first council estates were designed, it was fo-
cused around people centred design. Front and back gardens, large windows, social 
streets. Where as now it seems to be a case of how many people can fit into a space, 
high rise tower blocks and a lack of green space.

1920 1930

Social housing that 
was built during this 
time was done to hight 
standards, with front 
and back gardens, large 
windows, and focused on 
community and interac-
tion between neighbours

1960 2023

Typically, in more recent years, social housing 
is built to lower standards. They are ‘cheap, 
poorly built tower blocks’. They have a reduced 
focus on  social or outdoor areas and have un-
welcoming architecture. The main aim is to 
house as many people as possible.

1980’s Right to buy was introduced by Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher. This meant, after owning your council flat for over 
a certain time, you are able to buy it for a heavily discounted 
rate. Both Conservative and Labour government supported this 
scheme at the time, it would help to cause the downfall of social 
housing in years to come.

2019 Many people who require so-
cial housing have been giving ‘tem-
porary housing’ as the list is so long. 
These temporary housing units are 
sometimes old office blocks sepa-
rated into small studios with little 
windows, and no outdoor space.

1983 The level of building 
for social housing halved, 
in just 3 years. The council 
houses that people were 
buying due to the right to 
buy act, were not being re-
placed at a sufficient rate. 

£21 billion is now being spent 
on housing benefit, contrast to 
the £9 that  was spent in 1991-
92

1919
The Addison act was past.
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Within this project, I will be focusing on the current housing crisis the 
UK is facing. I will be investigating how the reuse of existing buildings 
can bring character and individuality into social housing, while also 
helping to provide spaces for potential homes. I will also be focusing 
on the importance of Biophilic design being incorporated in living 
environments as well as other design elements in order to create a more 
homely, inviting environment to social housing.

Social Housing - Affordable rented properties, provided by 
local government for people who have low incomes, allowing 
them to live with dignity and equality.
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Surrounding Buildings.

I next looked further into the other buildings that more closely 
surround the site. It is in walking distance to food shops, enter-
tainment spaces, residential estates, educational buildings, the 
bus station and train station. This makes it a great place to act as 
a home/base in Sheffield’s city centre.

Site.

Tamper Coffee - Site

Sheffield Train Station

Hubs - Student Union

Tescos supermarket

Sainsburys supermarket

Showroom Cinema

Sheffield Hallam University Build-
ings

Park Hill Estate

Sheffield Interchange
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Post War Housing - Prefabs.

To start off the concept of my design, I looked into my family history. My mother and grandmother both lived in council houses at points in their lives. The 
pictures to the right show my grandmother pictured in her prefab home, in Northampton, in the 1950’s.

Prefab housing is a form of temporary housing that aimed to last up to ten years. However, many prefab units are still being used today. In my grandmoth-
ers case, each prefab unit was surrounded with their own garden, from the front to the back. The importance of this was reiterated to me when I saw the 
pictures below as all pictures were taken outside, and 3/4 pictures shows the children playing in outdoor space. This demonstrates, to me, the necessity for 
greenery, and outdoor space close to home for children.

The floor-plan to below  shows the house was a 2 bedroom one bathroom unit and it housed 2 adults and 2 children. Despite being small, my grandmoth-
er  claimed she, and her neighbours loved living there. From this I can see the care went into social housing at the time. It reiterates the phrase, ‘quality over 
quantity’.

Concept.

(The above image roughly outlines the floor plan of my Grandmothers 1950’s Prefab home.)

1918

To start off the concept of my design, I looked into my family history. My mother and grandmother both lived in council houses at points in their lives. The 
pictures to the right show my grandmother pictured in her prefab home, in Northampton, in the 1950’s.

Prefab housing is a form of temporary housing that aimed to last up to ten years. However, many prefab units are still being used today. In my grandmoth-
ers case, each prefab unit was surrounded with their own garden, from the front to the back. The importance of this was reiterated to me when I saw the 
pictures below as all pictures were taken outside, and 3/4 pictures shows the children playing in outdoor space. This demonstrates, to me, the necessity for 
greenery, and outdoor space close to home for children.

The floor-plan to below  shows the house was a 2 bedroom one bathroom unit and it housed 2 adults and 2 children. Despite being small, my grandmoth-
er  claimed she, and her neighbours loved living there. From this I can see the care went into social housing at the time. It reiterates the phrase, ‘quality over 
quantity’.
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Design. 

Chatting to the 
Neighbours.

In the proposed plan, there is a big 
focus on community. I have taken 
small things into consideration to 
further boost the community aspect 
of the site. For example, placing front 
doors adjacent from each other. I feel 
this gives residence a change to com-
municate to one another and develop 
a sense of community.
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Design.

Socialising on the 
balconies.

I have places the balconies to the 
side of one another purposely. One 
reason is to allow sunlight to every 
balcony. However, the main reason 
is to allow residence to talk to one 
another from each balcony if they 
wish. Even though this is a small 
alteration, I feel as though it, again, 
increases the community aspect of 
the project. 
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Concept.
Park Hill Estate Sheffield

Park Hill, built in 1961, has been influential in my project as the architects values coincide with my 
design proposal. It heavily focuses on the sense of community with its ‘streets in the sky’ and the 
extra care in re-homing neighbours next to each other. Although Park Hill wasn’t a long lasting 
social housing estate, I feel the values on what is built around demonstrates its care in design.

However the redevelopment of Park hill has also shown me how simple things, similarly to the 
use of biophilia can impact the way a space feels. Park Hill was bought by ‘Urban Splash’ in 2004 
and redeveloped into residential apartments. The outside was refitted with larger floor to ceiling 
windows, alongside a colourful cladding. This simple touch has made the site feel so much more 
inviting than its original grey large brick structure. It has made me realise how simple it can be to 
change a feel of a building by adding greenery, or colour to existing spaces.

1930 The slums 
were cleared for 
construction of the 
Park Hill estate.

1945 Architects, Ivor 
Smith and Jack Lynn 
began work on the es-
tate.  

1961 Construction was completed. Smith and Lynn 
focused of community. They designed ‘streets in the 
sky’ to encourage interaction. It aimed to replicate 
the social aspect of a normal, ground level street. The 
old residents of the slums were rehoused next to old 
neighbours. It was said to be the most ambitious city 
development of its time.

1980’s Unemployment rose. The steel industry of Sheffield col-
lapsed. The pubs on the Park hill estate were barred up. Park 
hill was now getting associated with antisocial behaviour, e.g., 
muggings, drugs, graffiti, and poor noise quality. The architec-
ture didn’t help this as it consisted of a lot of dark corridors and 
alleyways throughout the estate.

1998 Park Hill 
became Europe’s 
largest listed 
building.

2004 ‘Urban Splash’ 
bought Park Hill to re-
develop the abandoned 
housing estate.

2013 RIMA awarded for 
the redeveloped apart-
ments of Park hill.
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Rendered Ground Floor Plan with shadows.

Design. 

Scale @ 1:100
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Scale @ 1:100

Rendered First Floor Plan with Shadows.

Design.
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Scale @ 1:100

Rendered Roof Terrace Plan with Shadows.

Design.
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Scale @ 1:100

I have created at exploded isometric image to sit alongside the full isometric of the site. 

Exploded Isometric.

Design.
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Design.

2 Bed Dwelling.
This visual depicts one of the 2 bed 
dwellings on the ground floor. The living 
area looks onto the courtyard, an element 
every dwelling on the site has. This has 
been done purposely for two reasons. It 
further incorporates the biophilic aspect 
of the design, ergo, further exposing 
the residence to its benefits. And also, it 
allows parents to have the ability to watch 
their children playing. I feel this creates a 
safe environment for a family.
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Design.

3 Bed Dwelling.
Here depicts a 3 bed dwelling on the 
first floor of the site. Again, the resi-
dence can on look to the courtyard. It 
is an open plan living, dining area. I 
felt as though this best uses the space 
and makes it feel as open as possible. 
It also better allows for light to flow 
through the space.
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Design.

First Floor Balcony.
Each dwelling above the ground floor 
has its own private balcony. I felt this 
was extremely important in my design as 
it helped to replicate a ‘garden’. Getting 
fresh air comes with many benefits and 
when living in a flat above ground level, 
it can be hard. Incorporating a balconies 
allows all residence on the 1st and 2nd 
floor the chance to have their own pri-
vate outdoor space.
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Section @ 1:50.

Design.
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Design.

Walking up to the Roof 
Terrace.
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Design.

Private Spaces on the 
Roof  Terrace.
Community is a major element to my 
design. However, I also don’t want people 
to be put off by the idea of having to so-
cialise with neighbours every time they use 
the outside spaces. The outside spaces are 
essentially the residence garden as well. Be-
cause of this I felt it important to add more 
‘private’, tucked away seating spaces around 
the roof terrace to allow people to sit alone 
if they require.
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Design.

Socialising on the Roof 
Terrace.
The roof terrace is another green space 
on the premises. It is a space people can 
gather and sit to enjoy the fresh air and 
sunny weather.


