
we’re all aliens here 

COMMUNITY CRAFT AND SHARING LIBRARY 

A place to learn new skills and share old ones
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library map

Any item in the library has a code attached to it, which can be found through the knowledgebase. The six 
digit code e.g G.012.063 - is a coordinate to use in conjunction with the library map to locate the items. 

What skill could you teach someone else?

 » Engineering
 » How to take photos
 » I don’t know, I’m useless
 » Embroidery
 » Cooking
 » Anything artistic such as painting and drawing
 » Knitting, sewing

What skill/s would you like to learn, given the chance? 

 » Hairdressing 
 » Learning a new language, singing, creative writing, play an instrument
 » Dance, play an instrument
 » Wood turning
 » Craft skills and hair styling
 » Patience, self motivation
 » Cooking
 » Sewing, dressmaking

What do you feel your local area/community is missing?

 » Something like an activity centre where people of all ages can come and explore different 
skills and hobbies such as dancing, crafts, gaming, reading classes etc

 » Libraries, book shops, internet cafes 
 » Youth clubs and space for meeting up with people
 » Creative spaces
 » A fun space open in the evening that is not centred around booze, but is fun, chatty and 

not solely aimed at the elderly. It seems that social community spaces are aimed more at 
mums and babies, or the elderly or exercise classes. 

What makes you feel welcome and safe in a space?

 » Lots of natural light and anything that doesn’t set an expectation of 
me

 » My friends
 » Nice people, welcoming spaces and colours
 » good communication and listening from people
 » A friendly face, enough space to move, good lighting, a pleasant 

smell, decent acoustics
 » Warm lighting. comfort (chairs, cushions etc). Not a lot of people
 » Friendly welcoming people tht aren’t too pushy
 » Calm envrionment

what skills do you wish you were taught at a young age?
 » Playing the violin
 » Dancing
 » Mindfulness, creating a habit, consistency, public speaking
 » Languages, creative skills
 » Practical ones like woodwork, electronics
 » Cooking
 » Playing an instrument
 » Languages, decorating, cooking, mechanics, plumbing

questionnaire

What do the people want? 

I conducted a questionnaire to give me an insight 
into the kinds of skills that people of all ages and 

backgrounds would like to add into their repertoire. 

These answers gave me a really good indication of what 
I can do to create a space that fosters creativity and 

openness, and empower people to take skill sharing and 
teaching and learning into their own hands. 

activity planning

Designing a space around the activity.

By thinking about who the space is going to be used by and, what for, 
it gave me a starting point to begin thinking about the layout of the 
building itself, and what resources  and facilities I need to provide. 
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transfer

Zooming out and looking at transport networks and exploring the idea of transfer, transition and movement. Cultural exchange - how can skills and knowledge be transferred?   For me, baking and cooking are skills I 
have learned from my parents and grandparents and then passed on to my friends and  siblings.  

cultural exchange

LEARNING NEW SKILLS CAN BE MESSY
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HARD AT WORK


