
Cultural Exchange Brief

Cultural Exchange - taking personal interests and applying cul-
tural aspects, the purpose is to create an immersive experience 
within existing space including Amber gemstone ‘North Gold’ as 
a cultural exchange. To create a space for people to learn about 
Amber history, whilst immersive themselves into the purity and 

beauty of the gemstone. 
As the purpose is to develop a visually learning experience the 
proposed space would turn into an exhibition with educational 
and immersive purpose. Wonder around the space, admire the 
uniqeness, take a journey through the history of the Amber, ed-
ucate yourself about North culture, get closer to the cultural im-

portance. 
No. 9 Fargate is a detached 4 storey narrow building, with an easy 
public access and a great potential to develop the proposed brief 

into immersive place for people.
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THIRD FLOOR VISUAL - Sand Pit No. 9 Fargate, Sheffield

The third floor sand pit experience is an open space to explore where Am-
ber can be found. The proposed glass extension flows more light into the 
space allowing user to sit down next to the sand pit and gaze into the sky, 
dip your toes into warm beach sand and find some Amber gemstones. The 
experience allows people to enjoy their sensory needs and get the feeling of 

being closer to the nature.

Existing Site View

No. 9 Fargate

No. 9 Fargate, Sheffield



Atmospheric feel of the space - bringing Baltic Sea colours and mood to the proposed interior design

Atmospheric feel of the space - colour palette extracted from Baltic Sea key images to create a mood

Lime wash Monochrome Terrazzo Oak 

Materiality + Atmospheric Inspiration No. 9 Fargate, Sheffield

GROUND FLOOR VISUAL - Entrance + Cafe
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No. 9 Fargate, Sheffield

Entrance view, the space is 
open and instantly attracts 
peoples curiosity to explore 
the space. When entering the 
building, eyes linger towards 
the reception desk connected 
to a proposed ground floor 
stairs leaving a user to choose 
the path, either go upstairs to 
explore or get the coffe first. 

Seating area for a coffee 
break  under the ground 
floor stairs, creates cosy and 
inviting  feeling which ac-
comodates up to six people. 
Elevated floor slab seperates 
the the seating area from tea/
coffee point and can be ac-

cessed by ramp.
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No. 9 Fargate, SheffieldGROUND FLOOR VISUAL - Entrance + Cafe

Ground floor proposed stairs 
continues from entrance to-
wards the tea/coffee point, 
which allows users to sit 
down on the stairs or over-
look the view when going 
upstairs. Contemporary tea/
coffee point allows users to 
order a drink and get a pas-
try  afterwards continue the 
journey through the building

No. 9 Fargate, Sheffield

Heatherwick Studio - Long-
champ Store.

Designer Straw Design, United King-
dom.

Precedent Studies + developing stair design

Paper model - developing double staircase.

Two way stairs spiraling within interior and exterior space Connected wave allowing two way journey

Taking approach to create a simple paper model to investigate the idea futher, 
how it would work if stairs break through the interior space and the journey 

would allow user travel within interior and exterior space.



Atmospheric feel of the space - creating interior design inspired by the sea side colours and textures

Lime wash Terrazzo Stone

Atmospheric feel of the space - different types of Amber gemstone - raw - polished - fossilised

No. 9 Fargate, SheffieldMateriality + Atmospheric Inspiration
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FIRST FLOOR VISUAL - Oasis No. 9 Fargate, Sheffield

The focal point of first floor Oasis experience allows users to explore where 
the Amber comes from when entering into evergreen forest, illuminated by 
light, the reflective mirror placed above oasis creates an illusion and toned 
down atmosphere creates a feeling of subtle and calm space. Within first 
floor users can accommodate their needs by finding a calm seating area, 

where is possible to chat with friends, read a book or take time to relax. 
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FOURTH FLOOR VISUAL - Amber Workshop + Mezzanine No. 9 Fargate, Sheffield

The fourth floor visual shows Amber workshop, where the user can enjoy 
their journey further, with the inspiration and artistic fingers they can create 
the accessorie or piece of art to fulfill the whole meaningful Amber experi-

ence. The purpose is to attract different generations to participate in creative 
activity and appreciate the gemstone and cultural aspect of Amber.

Concept model - Music and
 Dance centre.

No. 9 Fargate, SheffieldPrecedent Studies + developing stair design

Landmark Lusatian 
Lakeland by Architek-

tur & Landschaft

Urban Beach by O + A architects. Portero hill Branch Library - Khoa Vu.

To create bespoke stairs I took an approach to test different types and styles 
of stairs to incirporate to my proposal. Precedent studies allowed me to think 
about paticular stair layout to create meaningful journey through the building.

Rectangular elevated stair journey Wavy interconnected stair journey





Proposed 3D stair model - 
the proposed model shows 
the vertical journey that 
takes people through the 
Amber experience within 
Fargate building. With the 
finalised proposal the stairs 
act as a focal point of the 
whole experience. Model 
scale is 1:50 in addition it  
features human figures to 
to show spatial stair design, 
and a link to the real world 

representation. 

3D Model No. 9 Fargate, Sheffield
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