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T h e  P i c t u r e  H o u s e       K a r e n  K e a n e y  

In a city where creativity  flows and imagination knows no bounds,  the old Savoy Cinema,  now a derelict  building,  stands as a blank canvas 

eagerly wait ing to be transformed into a hub of  art ist ic  expression. The decaying structure,  with its faded walls  and broken windows, is  about to  

embark on a journey of rebirth as a new art centre. A vision of  revitalisat ion and community engagement,  this project seeks t o breathe new li fe  

into the abandoned building and provide a haven for art ists,  art  enthusiasts,  and the local  community.  

This centre entices the visitor through its doors with the friendly atmosphere of i ts café. From there,  the visitor is tempte d to explore further 

through the arched hallway. An awe - inspiring gal lery awaits on the other side, lofty triple -height spaces evoke a sense of chi ld - l ike wonder. 

Gl impses of the three multipurpose maker spaces and art ist  studios are visible,  tempting the curious to explore further. The maker spaces are 

art ist ic  sanctuaries,  where dreams and visions come to l ife and creativity  is explored,  supported, and encouraged by resident  artists.   

Welcome to the birth of a new art centre,  where imagination takes lofty flight,  and the beauty of art  unfolds in the most  une xpected of  places as 

we embark on this exciting venture and witness the magic of  art coming to l i fe in a once -forgotten building.  

Scan for  concept  image  
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B u i l d i n g  t h e  P h y s i c a l  M o d e l  1 : 7 5  

F l e x i b l e  p l y w o o d  w a s  u s e d  t o  c r e a t e d  t h e  c u r v e d  w a l l s  i n  t h e  g a l l e r y  s p a c e .  T h i s  p r e s e n t e d  s o m e  c h a l l e n g e s  w h e n  c u t t i n g  

u s i n g  l a s e r  a s  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w a s  f l e x i b l e  i t  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  m a k e  i t  l i e  c o m p l e t e l y  f l u s h  o n  t h e  l a s e r  b e d ,  t h e r e f o r e  s e v e r a l  

p a s s e s  o f  t h e  l a s e r  w e r e  r e q u i r e d .  A l t h o u g h  f l e x i b l e ,  t h e  p l y w o o d  n e e d e d  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  s t e a m  i n  o r d e r  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  

c u r v e s .  I  u s e d  a  h a d  h e l d  s t e a m e r  a n d  c l a m p s  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  f o r m s ,  l e a v i n g  t h e m  c l a m p e d  f o r  4 8  h o u r s  b e f o r e  g l u i n g  a n d  r e -

c l a m p i n g .  
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W o r k b e n c h  D e s i g n  

T h e  i d e a  f o r  a  m u l t i f u n c t i o n a l  w o r k s p a c e  i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  d e s i g n  f o r  a  n e w  a r t  c e n t r e  a n d  m a k e r  h u b ,  w h e r e  a r t i s t s  c a n  w o r k  a n d  s h a r e  

t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  t h r o u g h  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  s e m i n a r s .  C e n t r a l  t o  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h i s  v i s i o n  t o  b e  r e a l i s e d ,  t h i s  w a s  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  w o r k b e n c h  d e s i g n .   

S k e t c h e s ,  3 d  d r a w i n g s  a n d  m o d e l s  w e r e  u s e d  a s  I  w o r k e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e s i g n  p r o c e s s .  T h e  w o r k b e n c h  c h a n g e d  i n  s m a l l  s t e p s  a n d  o v e r a l l  

f u n c t i o n a l i t y  i m p r o v e d .  T h e  a r c h  d e s i g n  w a s  i n s p i r e d  b y  b o t h  t h e  a r c h  w i n d o w  h e a d s  o n  t h e  f r o n t  f a ç a d e  a n d  t h e  a r c h e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

e x h i b i t i o n  a n d  a r t i s t s  s p a c e s .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h e  w o r k b e n c h  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g .   

M a t e r i a l s  a r e  k e p t  s i m p l e .  S u s t a i n a b l e  b i r c h  p l y w o o d  f o r  t h e  t a b l e  a n d  t r o l l e y s .  R e c y c l e d  a l u m i n i u m  f o r  t h e  s t o o l s  a n d  f o o t r e s t s  a n d  r e c y c l e d  

p l a s t i c  f o r  t h e  t r o l l e y  i n s e r t s .  T h e  a l u m i n i u m  a n d  p l a s t i c  m a k e  t h e s e  p a r t s  r o b u s t ,  e a s y  t o  c l e a n  a n d  m a i n t a i n .   

T h e  b e n c h  a n d  t r o l l e y s  a r e  b o t h  m o u n t e d  o n  c a s t o r s  m a k i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  w o r k s t a t i o n  m o v e a b l e .  S p a r e  s e t s  o f  i n s e r t s  f o r  t h e  t r o l l e y s  a r e  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  m a k e  w o r k s h o p  c h a n g e o v e r s  f a s t  a n d  e f f i c i e n t .  

T h e  e n t i r e  d e s i g n  c a n  b e  b u i l t  a t  a  l o w e r  h e i g h t  ( - 2 0 % )  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  w h e e l c h a i r  u s e r s .  A  2 0 1 5  s t u d y ,  “ T h e  E f f e c t  o f  S t a n d - B i a s e d  D e s k s  o n  A c a d e m i c  E n g a g e m e n t :  a n  E x p l o r a t o -

r y  S t u d y , "  f r o m  t h e  T e x a s  A & M  H e a l t h  S c i e n c e  C e n t e r  S c h o o l  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  f o u n d  t h a t  

s t u d e n t s  w h o  u s e d  s t a n d i n g  d e s k s  p e r f o r m e d  b e t t e r  i n  s c h o o l  t h a n  t h e i r  s e a t e d  c l a s s -

m a t e s .  T h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  A & M  s t u d y  f o u n d  a  1 2 %  g r e a t e r  " o n - t a s k  e n g a g e -

m e n t "  i n  c l a s s r o o m s  w h e n  s t u d e n t s  u s e d  s t a n d i n g  d e s k s — w h i c h  e q u a t e s  t o  a n  e x t r a  s e v -

e n  m i n u t e s  p e r  h o u r  o f  e n g a g e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  t i m e .  

Source: Sitting Can Drain Brain Power and Stifle Creativity | Psychology Today  

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14635240.2015.1029641?journalCode=rhpe20
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-athletes-way/201504/sitting-can-drain-brain-power-and-stifle-creativity
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Moveable footrest  

(held in place with magnets)  

Lockable castor wheels  Removable inserts  Trolley on wheels with extendable handle  

Tilting option on desktop.  6 separate workspaces  

Rounded corners  
Rounded corners  

Lightweight recycled aluminium  

F i n a l  D e s i g n  
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P h y s i c a l  m o d e l  1 : 5  


