


SPACE ZONINGBASE SHAPE ASCENDING CEILING HEIGHTS CENTRAL ATRIUM

ENTRANCE
MAZE
KITCHEN

LIBRARY

POTTERY
STUDIO

RESTROOMS
KITCHEN

LIGHT COLOURS FOOTPRINT
EXPLOSIONLIGHT COLOURS FOOTPRINT

EXPLOSIONLIGHT COLOURS FOOTPRINT
EXPLOSION LIGHT COLOURS FOOTPRINT

EXPLOSIONINCREASING SIZES GRADUAL EXPLOSION FROM SHADOW TO LIGHT DIFFERENT COLOUR PALETTES

CONCEPT/FLOOR PLAN

SITE BY 2040

Once a silent relic of Roman life, Venta Icenorum is reimagined as a counter-memorial that subverts imperial history to place women at the 
foreground. By transforming this “forgotten” site into a landscape of agency and community, the project replaces static monuments with 
living spaces for mothers and women. Through the reclamation of once-hidden labor and stories, Caistor shifts from a site stuck in the past 
to a vibrant sanctuary of counter-memory, where identity is rewritten and visibility is reclaimed.

USER GROUP: MOTHERS & CHILDREN

PROGRAM

ROMAN FRESCO :
ALL-WOMEN DINNER

Depicts a group of women at a
dinner party, symbolizing their
shift from domestic concealment
to public acknowledgment,
marking progress in women's
rights and visibility.

31 2

DIAGRAM

Focuses on gestures, eye contact,
and posture to show women's
active participation, solidarity, and
newfound agency. It marks a
departure from passive, secluded
existence to assertive, public
participation.

1 2

3D INTERPRETATION

Adds depth to show how the
women’s spatial positioning
reflects their rise from domestic
confines to public equality.

TOP VIEW

Top view of the 3D Interpretation
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ROMAN FRESCO: 
ALL-WOMEN DINNER

This fresco depicts a group of women at a 
dinner party, It can be seen as a symbol of 
their shift from domestic concealment to 
public acknowledgment, marking progress 
in women’s rights and visibility.

DIAGRAM

This diagram focuses on gestures, eye 
contact, and posture to show women’s active 
participation, solidarity and newfound 
agency. It marks a departure from passive, 
secluded existence to assertive, public 
participation.

3D INTERPRETATION

This adds depth to turn Roman women’s 
history into a spatial journey.

TOP VIEW

Top view of the 3D Interpretation. It is the 
base of the floor plan. This top view was 
then multiplied by 1.618 (the golden ratio), 
and was overlayed with the roman grid 
(Cardo & Decumanus).
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Arm Movement
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Adds depth to show how the
women’s spatial positioning
reflects their rise from domestic
confines to public equality.
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The Women’s Domain: From Invisibility to 

Agency

STAGE 1: CONCEALMENT
IN-THE-DARK POTTERY

It is about showing how women are concealed in the domestic sphere,
by having an activity which is: in the dark pottery. This space acts as a
recreation of a gynaeceum. It embodies how they take care of their
entire household while their labour is invisible.

This space is a library overlooking the site, illustrating how women
are now above and reclaiming the site that once hid them. They are
visible. Moreover, it is about Roman women being forbidden to get
further education, in this library they can red books from female
authors who have once been hidden, and write their own stories in a
book.

STAGE 2: AWAKENING
COMMUNITY DINNER

It is a community dinner to represent how women organised dinners
(a place where Roman men would show their superiority slowly gain
traction in the civic sphere, it is an achievement, one that would lead
women to want more, and reclaim their identity.

STAGE 3: RECLAIMING
LIBRARY

COUNTER MEMORIAL

CHILDREN'S PAVILION: 4-7 years old

STAGE 1: CONCEALMENT
MAZE

STAGE 3: RECLAIMING
RESTING  ZONE

STAGE 2: AWAKENING
COOKING

This space supports the child’s need for safety and regulation after a
long day energetic day, playing and cooking in the memorial.
Enclosure, reduced light, and acoustic softness create an environment
where the child can withdraw, rest, and regain comfort.

This maze allows children to get lost, to conceal within the
environment, and forces them to find their way out. Through play,
movement, and interaction, children assert agency and confidence. To
get out of concealment they will have to make use of their freedom of
choice and the ability to shape one’s own experience of space.

This space introduces children to awareness through sensory
engagement and routine. Cooking allows children to observe, touch,
smell, and participate in shared processes, fostering curiosity,
responsibility, and early independence. As an awakening stage, the
space supports learning through guided action and everyday ritual.

Awakening spaces naturally support 4–5 year olds
Reclaiming spaces naturally support 6–7 year olds

STAGE 1: CONCEALMENT
OFICINA FIGLINA
POTTERY STUDIO

This space reflects the historical 
confinement of women to the 
domestic sphere. Set in shadow, 
it evokes the ancient gynaeceum, 
symbolizing essential yet invisible 
domestic labour that sustains the 
household.

STAGE 2: AWAKENING
CULINA & TRICLINIUM

KITCHEN & DINING ROOM

Reimagining the Roman banquet, this 
gathering shifts power dynamics. 
Hosting becomes a tool for women’s 
agency, marking a collective step 
toward visibility and participation in 
public life.

STAGE 3: RECLAIMING
BIBLIOTHECA

LIBRARY

Positioned above, the library 
represents a break from past 
restrictions on female education. It 
empowers women to engage with 
silenced voices and author their own 
histories, transforming invisibility 
into presence.

STAGE 1: CONCEALMENT
IN-THE-DARK POTTERY

It is about showing how women are concealed in the domestic sphere,
by having an activity which is: in the dark pottery. This space acts as a
recreation of a gynaeceum. It embodies how they take care of their
entire household while their labour is invisible.

This space is a library overlooking the site, illustrating how women
are now above and reclaiming the site that once hid them. They are
visible. Moreover, it is about Roman women being forbidden to get
further education, in this library they can red books from female
authors who have once been hidden, and write their own stories in a
book.

STAGE 2: AWAKENING
COMMUNITY DINNER

It is a community dinner to represent how women organised dinners
(a place where Roman men would show their superiority slowly gain
traction in the civic sphere, it is an achievement, one that would lead
women to want more, and reclaim their identity.

STAGE 3: RECLAIMING
LIBRARY

COUNTER MEMORIAL

CHILDREN'S PAVILION: 4-7 years old

STAGE 1: CONCEALMENT
MAZE

STAGE 3: RECLAIMING
RESTING  ZONE

STAGE 2: AWAKENING
COOKING

This space supports the child’s need for safety and regulation after a
long day energetic day, playing and cooking in the memorial.
Enclosure, reduced light, and acoustic softness create an environment
where the child can withdraw, rest, and regain comfort.

This maze allows children to get lost, to conceal within the
environment, and forces them to find their way out. Through play,
movement, and interaction, children assert agency and confidence. To
get out of concealment they will have to make use of their freedom of
choice and the ability to shape one’s own experience of space.

This space introduces children to awareness through sensory
engagement and routine. Cooking allows children to observe, touch,
smell, and participate in shared processes, fostering curiosity,
responsibility, and early independence. As an awakening stage, the
space supports learning through guided action and everyday ritual.

Awakening spaces naturally support 4–5 year olds
Reclaiming spaces naturally support 6–7 year olds
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IN-THE-DARK POTTERY

It is about showing how women are concealed in the domestic sphere,
by having an activity which is: in the dark pottery. This space acts as a
recreation of a gynaeceum. It embodies how they take care of their
entire household while their labour is invisible.

This space is a library overlooking the site, illustrating how women
are now above and reclaiming the site that once hid them. They are
visible. Moreover, it is about Roman women being forbidden to get
further education, in this library they can red books from female
authors who have once been hidden, and write their own stories in a
book.
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(a place where Roman men would show their superiority slowly gain
traction in the civic sphere, it is an achievement, one that would lead
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STAGE 1: CONCEALMENT
MAZE

STAGE 3: RECLAIMING
RESTING  ZONE

STAGE 2: AWAKENING
COOKING

This space supports the child’s need for safety and regulation after a
long day energetic day, playing and cooking in the memorial.
Enclosure, reduced light, and acoustic softness create an environment
where the child can withdraw, rest, and regain comfort.

This maze allows children to get lost, to conceal within the
environment, and forces them to find their way out. Through play,
movement, and interaction, children assert agency and confidence. To
get out of concealment they will have to make use of their freedom of
choice and the ability to shape one’s own experience of space.

This space introduces children to awareness through sensory
engagement and routine. Cooking allows children to observe, touch,
smell, and participate in shared processes, fostering curiosity,
responsibility, and early independence. As an awakening stage, the
space supports learning through guided action and everyday ritual.

Awakening spaces naturally support 4–5 year olds
Reclaiming spaces naturally support 6–7 year olds

The Children’s Journey: Growth and 
Autonomy

STAGE 1: CONCEALMENT
LABYRINTHUS

MAZE

The maze encourages children to 
explore and find their own way out. 
Through play and discovery, they 
move from concealment to self-
assertion, building confidence and 
independence through choice.

STAGE 2: AWAKENING
CULINA & TRICLINIUM

KITCHEN & DINING ROOM

This space nurtures awareness 
through sensory engagement. By 
observing, touching, and smelling 
cooking processes, children shift 
from passive observers to active 
participants, developing curiosity and 
responsibility.

STAGE 3: RECLAIMING
QUIES & BIBLIOTHECA

RESTING ZONE/LIBRARY

Both a learning space and a refuge, 
the library promotes visibility through 
knowledge. With soft lighting and 
calm acoustics, it offers children a safe 
place to unwind, reflect, and reconnect 
with themselves.

STAGE 1: CONCEALMENT
IN-THE-DARK POTTERY

It is about showing how women are concealed in the domestic sphere,
by having an activity which is: in the dark pottery. This space acts as a
recreation of a gynaeceum. It embodies how they take care of their
entire household while their labour is invisible.

This space is a library overlooking the site, illustrating how women
are now above and reclaiming the site that once hid them. They are
visible. Moreover, it is about Roman women being forbidden to get
further education, in this library they can red books from female
authors who have once been hidden, and write their own stories in a
book.

STAGE 2: AWAKENING
COMMUNITY DINNER

It is a community dinner to represent how women organised dinners
(a place where Roman men would show their superiority slowly gain
traction in the civic sphere, it is an achievement, one that would lead
women to want more, and reclaim their identity.
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LIBRARY

COUNTER MEMORIAL

CHILDREN'S PAVILION: 4-7 years old
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STAGE 3: RECLAIMING
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COOKING

This space supports the child’s need for safety and regulation after a
long day energetic day, playing and cooking in the memorial.
Enclosure, reduced light, and acoustic softness create an environment
where the child can withdraw, rest, and regain comfort.

This maze allows children to get lost, to conceal within the
environment, and forces them to find their way out. Through play,
movement, and interaction, children assert agency and confidence. To
get out of concealment they will have to make use of their freedom of
choice and the ability to shape one’s own experience of space.

This space introduces children to awareness through sensory
engagement and routine. Cooking allows children to observe, touch,
smell, and participate in shared processes, fostering curiosity,
responsibility, and early independence. As an awakening stage, the
space supports learning through guided action and everyday ritual.

Awakening spaces naturally support 4–5 year olds
Reclaiming spaces naturally support 6–7 year olds
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recreation of a gynaeceum. It embodies how they take care of their
entire household while their labour is invisible.

This space is a library overlooking the site, illustrating how women
are now above and reclaiming the site that once hid them. They are
visible. Moreover, it is about Roman women being forbidden to get
further education, in this library they can red books from female
authors who have once been hidden, and write their own stories in a
book.

STAGE 2: AWAKENING
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COOKING

This space supports the child’s need for safety and regulation after a
long day energetic day, playing and cooking in the memorial.
Enclosure, reduced light, and acoustic softness create an environment
where the child can withdraw, rest, and regain comfort.

This maze allows children to get lost, to conceal within the
environment, and forces them to find their way out. Through play,
movement, and interaction, children assert agency and confidence. To
get out of concealment they will have to make use of their freedom of
choice and the ability to shape one’s own experience of space.

This space introduces children to awareness through sensory
engagement and routine. Cooking allows children to observe, touch,
smell, and participate in shared processes, fostering curiosity,
responsibility, and early independence. As an awakening stage, the
space supports learning through guided action and everyday ritual.

Awakening spaces naturally support 4–5 year olds
Reclaiming spaces naturally support 6–7 year olds

STAGE 1: CONCEALMENT
IN-THE-DARK POTTERY

It is about showing how women are concealed in the domestic sphere,
by having an activity which is: in the dark pottery. This space acts as a
recreation of a gynaeceum. It embodies how they take care of their
entire household while their labour is invisible.

This space is a library overlooking the site, illustrating how women
are now above and reclaiming the site that once hid them. They are
visible. Moreover, it is about Roman women being forbidden to get
further education, in this library they can red books from female
authors who have once been hidden, and write their own stories in a
book.

STAGE 2: AWAKENING
COMMUNITY DINNER

It is a community dinner to represent how women organised dinners
(a place where Roman men would show their superiority slowly gain
traction in the civic sphere, it is an achievement, one that would lead
women to want more, and reclaim their identity.

STAGE 3: RECLAIMING
LIBRARY

COUNTER MEMORIAL

CHILDREN'S PAVILION: 4-7 years old

STAGE 1: CONCEALMENT
MAZE

STAGE 3: RECLAIMING
RESTING  ZONE

STAGE 2: AWAKENING
COOKING

This space supports the child’s need for safety and regulation after a
long day energetic day, playing and cooking in the memorial.
Enclosure, reduced light, and acoustic softness create an environment
where the child can withdraw, rest, and regain comfort.

This maze allows children to get lost, to conceal within the
environment, and forces them to find their way out. Through play,
movement, and interaction, children assert agency and confidence. To
get out of concealment they will have to make use of their freedom of
choice and the ability to shape one’s own experience of space.

This space introduces children to awareness through sensory
engagement and routine. Cooking allows children to observe, touch,
smell, and participate in shared processes, fostering curiosity,
responsibility, and early independence. As an awakening stage, the
space supports learning through guided action and everyday ritual.

Awakening spaces naturally support 4–5 year olds
Reclaiming spaces naturally support 6–7 year olds

Motherhood is different for everyone. Some lose themselves in the process, while others see it as a way of discovering how they are as a 
woman and a mother.

DIAGRAMS: SPATIAL STRATEGIES

Rectangular Shape used as 
the basis of the design to 
have enough space for each 
journey.

Zoning based on each users 
journey, including the 
restrooms.

Floor to Ceiling height 
increasing, when walking 
through each stage, to 
emphasize the transitions.

Inspired by the Roman Domus, 
creates a transition from each 
space.

Spaces becoming bigger, 
to create a different a 
atmosphere in each space.

Creating a transition from 
being concealed to opening 
up to the exterior.

Illustrating women being in 
the dark and transitioning 
to being seen  by the Roman 
society, and being in the light.

Darker colour palette at the 
start to a more colourful one 
at the end of the journey.
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SECTION D-D

MAZE
7200mmx12700mm

+2490 AFFL
91,44 m2

RECEPTION AREA
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83,3 m2
+2490 AFFL

POTTERY STUDIO
14200mmx11300mm

+2490 AFFL

Coffered Oak Ceiling

160,46 m2
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DINING ROOM

+5490 AFFL
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416,12 m2

KITCHEN GARDEN
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ENTRANCE MAZEPOTTERY STUDIO RESTROOMS

KITCHEN (mothers) KITCHEN (children)

LIBRARY + SEATING SPACE

KITCHEN GARDEN

23860

3000

25815

20200

5500

26000

300 2250 300 2250 300 2250 300 2250 300 2250 300 2250 300 2250 300 2250 300 2250 910

895014910

3500

300 3002535 3002535 3002535 3002535 3002535 3002535 3002535 3002535 3002535

11555 10058

1400

1800

300

Colour Palette: Inspired by the unfinished look
of women's spaces; the concealed spaces, in the
Roman Domus

Colour Palette: Inspired by the unfinished look
of women's spaces; the concealed spaces, in the
Roman Domus

Colour Palette: Inspired by the unfinished look
of women's spaces; the concealed spaces, in the
Roman Domus

Colour Palette: White and Blue were signs of
cleanliness in Rome

Colour Palette: Red is a sign of wealth, status. It
was a rare and expensive colour, it illustrates
women gaining more rights and status through
dinners

Colour Palette: Blue and Green were associated
with nature, it goes with this idea of opening up
the building and children slowly discovering the
nature surrounding them

Colour Palette: There is still blue and green since that's the
part that is completely open to nature, on top of that, there
is the addition of the colour purple. It was the most
prestigious colour, and the hardest one to make, and was
associated with knowledge, which is fitting since the last
space is a library
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Colour Palette: Inspired by the unfinished look
of women's spaces; the concealed spaces, in the
Roman Domus
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of women's spaces; the concealed spaces, in the
Roman Domus

Colour Palette: Inspired by the unfinished look
of women's spaces; the concealed spaces, in the
Roman Domus

Colour Palette: White and Blue were signs of
cleanliness in Rome

Colour Palette: Red is a sign of wealth, status. It
was a rare and expensive colour, it illustrates
women gaining more rights and status through
dinners

Colour Palette: Blue and Green were associated
with nature, it goes with this idea of opening up
the building and children slowly discovering the
nature surrounding them

Colour Palette: There is still blue and green since that's the
part that is completely open to nature, on top of that, there
is the addition of the colour purple. It was the most
prestigious colour, and the hardest one to make, and was
associated with knowledge, which is fitting since the last
space is a library
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2800

1600
200100100mm 0 500100mm0 1000 1300 N

N

Oak Triangular Frame
1600x2800x100 mm
Screwed to Oak Rectangular Frame

Oak Column
100x2800x100 mm
Screwed to Rectangular Frame

Extendable Screws with Rings
Screwed to Oak

10mm Cotton Cord

Oak Rectangular Frame
1430x2320x100 mm
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200100100mm 0 500100mm0 1000 1300 N

N

Oak Triangular Frame
1600x2800x100 mm
Screwed to Oak Rectangular Frame

Oak Column
100x2800x100 mm
Screwed to Rectangular Frame

Extendable Screws with Rings
Screwed to Oak

10mm Cotton Cord

Oak Rectangular Frame
1430x2320x100 mm

1460

1680

200100100mm 0 500100mm0 1000 1300 N

N

Mortar

Glass Panel
4mm

Air Cavity
20mm

Spacer

Desiccant

Seal

Glass Block
100mmx100mmx80mm

White Oak Frame
100mmx8000mmx100mm

Glass Block Framing
Expansion Material

Reinforcing Rods

Steel Frame

1 2 3 4

6

500

2000

200100100mm 0 500100mm0 1000 1300 N

N

Oak Frame Rails
(4) Large Parts: 1800x100mm
(8) Smaller Parts: 500x100mm

Stainless Steel Wood Screw
5x60mm
Screwed to Oak Frame

Cotton Cord Seat Frame
10mm cotton cord

5

GLASS LIBRARY WOVEN FACADE 

LIBRARY’S WOVEN SEATING
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Glass Panel
4mm

Air Cavity
20mm

Spacer

Desiccant
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White Oak Frame
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Glass Block Framing
Expansion Material

Reinforcing Rods

Steel Frame
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Expansion Material

Reinforcing Rods
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Extendable Screws with Rings
Screwed to Oak

10mm Cotton Cord

Oak Rectangular Frame
1430x2320x100 mm
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Oak Column
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10mm Cotton Cord

Oak Rectangular Frame
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Glass Panel
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N

Oak Frame Rails
(4) Large Parts: 1800x100mm
(8) Smaller Parts: 500x100mm

Stainless Steel Wood Screw
5x60mm
Screwed to Oak Frame

Cotton Cord Seat Frame
10mm cotton cord

500

2000

200100100mm 0 500100mm0 1000 1300 N

N

Oak Frame Rails
(4) Large Parts: 1800x100mm
(8) Smaller Parts: 500x100mm

Stainless Steel Wood Screw
5x60mm
Screwed to Oak Frame

Cotton Cord Seat Frame
10mm cotton cord

LIBRARY’S PAPER DIORAMA WOVEN FACADE MODEL
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