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MYSTERY

HISTORY

PAGAN RESURRECTION
Site CONTEXT
FOR THIS PROJECT A 12TH CENTURY CICTERCIAN 
ABBEY SITUATED BY THE RIVER WEY IN SURREY 
WAS CHOSEN AS THE BUILDING SITE.
THIS ABBEY WAS THE FIRST CICTERCIAN 
MONASTERY FOUNDED IN BRITAIN BY THE 
REFORMING CICTERCIAN ORDER. THIS CURRENT 
VERSION WAS BUILT DURING THE PEAK 
OF MEDIEVAL CHURCH’S RULING OVER THE 
MAJORITY OF EUROPE - THE PEAK POINT 
OF ‘THE CATHOLIC CLENSE’ A.K.A. PAGAN 
EXTERMINATION.

THE PARLOUR IN PARTICULAR WAS CHOSEN 
TO SITUATE THE NEW INSERTION DUE TO ITS 
MEANING OF COMMUNICATION. HAVING AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO TALK ABOUT PAGANISM, 
SPECIFICALLY ON THIS SITE IS A RARE 
OPPORTUNITY OF SETTING EQUALITY OF 
SOME SORT. THE CHURCH USED TO TAKE OVER 
SIGNIFICANT PAGAN PLACES AND ERECT THEIR 
BUILDINGS IN THEM, BUT NOW A CATHOLIC 
RUIN IS GOING TO SITUATE A PAGAN-CENTRED 
BUILDING.

Concept approach
The key principle of Paganism is being 
a part of the surrounding world - the 
nature. Being a par of the natural 
lifecycle and respecting what surrounds 
you. The most meaningful part of this 
cycle is the sun, its movement signifies 
passage of time, growth and constant 
change. Pagan calendar is based on the 
position of the sun throughout the year.

The calendar events that i have decided 
to focus on are the solstices and the 
equinoxes since these four dates signify 
the difference between seasons.
The sun placement around the site during 
these events create a perfect way of 
dividing the space into individual areas.
Categorising data by seasons would 
also allow a more cohesive flow of the 
journey and would not overload the 
audience with the amount of information 
to process.

past present future

SUppression growth



Light oak timber for big 
walls and ceilings

Reinforced DARK oak 
timber for custom cut 

wall pieces

Clear reinforced glass 
for display units and 

wall inserts

Stone effect seamless 
vinyl tiles for all floors

Throughout history pagan community was subjected to hate and suppression. Targeted and constantly 
controlled by the Roman church throughout the medieval times it almost lost its meaning and identity. The 
results of this still affect the way people view and treat paganism.
This area represents the weight that paganism was and still is carrying. Its gradual fracture and stress are 
represented through the  severe compression and the size change of the space

History

This area is to house displays with different pagan artefacts from all of central europe - from the great britain, to 
the russian border and the baltic sea. Celtic rock carvings from the uk, clay statues from the norse germany, timber 
carvings from the slavic and baltic countires. All of the artefacts are broken, shattered into pieces, showing the 
destruction of the pagan culture and its identity.
All of the beautiful and meaningful physical elements of paganism left in pieces, as evidence that their spiritual 
and religious meaning was destroyed as well.
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The wheel of the year marks all of the most important pagan celebrations throughout the year. All of 
them are based on the sun movement, the moon phases and the change of seasons. 
Each of these next four areas represents one of the four key dates in a pagan year - both solstices and 
equinoxes.

yule is the winter equinox celebration. It is the true beginning of a new year. Unfortunately, this 
celebration was converted by the church into christmas and the currently celebrated version of the 
new year’s eve is vastly different without its pagan origins.
In paganism, winter is the time of solitude, self-reflection and peace. This area is the transitional peace 
after heaviness of the history area.

YULE

The wheel of the year comes in a lot of different 
variations. Some of them depict the pagan pentacle - a 
symbol of four elements and our spirit, others show the 
sun/moon phases and the zodiac signs. All of their meaning 
is the same though - everything moves together in a 
natural lifecycle, year round, constantly.
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ostara is the spring equinox and litha is the summer solstice celebration.
These two areas are connected, because visitors are invited to collect flowers 
from the ostara and weave crowns out of them for the litha tradition of 
putting flower crowns on water.

ostara & litha
ostara is the celebration of a new beginning, 
new life, new hope after the solitude of winter.
The planter with live spring flowers and 
hundreds of resin tiles with different seeds 
symbolise that.

litha is a celebration of the sun being at its 
highest point. It is the most powerful at this 
time and its light is the brightest - this ties 
with the light symbol that is repetitively 
used throughout this area. It originated in 
early days of paganism and represented the 
power of the sun and its constant movement. 
It has been misused by different people 
throughout history - most noteably by the 
nazi germany during the wwii and so its true 
meaning has been forgotten.
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This area celebrates mabon - the autumn equinox. Autumn is a very important 
time in paganism, it is the time of harvest and preparation for winter.
In pagan culture preserving autumn harvest and sacrificing a part of it for 
prayers is extremely important.

In this area autumn produce casted in resin - dried fruits, Berries, nuts and 
wheats - is displayed on the walls.

mabon There is also a variety of drying plants hanging from the ceiling - this is an old pagan way of preserving herbs and 
spices for the winter.
Viewers are able to interact with plants for they would be exchanged yearly so that the area is always filled with a 
range of herbal aromas.

AT THE END OF THIS LAST AREA, AS THEY GO THROUGH THE EXIT DOOR VIEWERS SEE A BIG YEW TREE THAT HAS TAKEN OVER A PART OR 
THE OLD CHURCH. IT IS A SIMPLE RETURN TO THE REAL WORLD, A VERY FITTING TRANSITION VIEW THAT SUBCONSCIOUSLY CONTINUES 
THE USER JOURNEY EVEN AFTER THEY LEAVE THE SPACE.
The whole building is about the past and the present, so this natural transition out of it leaves it up for the 
viewers’ interpretation as to what the future will be.


