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The Client - Tramshed

The Tramshed has been open since 1973 and was originally called the 
GLYPT Greenwich & Lewisham Young People’s Theatre which started 
life as part of the extraordinary vision of its founder, Ewan Hooper.
Now called the Tramshed it is a theatre company and community arts 
hub based in the heart of Woolwich, South East London. The organisa-
tion offers arts programmes for young people and adults with learning 
difficulties, is home to a number of diverse community groups, as well as 
facilitating local artist development and career opportunities. 

The Tramshed organisation believes in a ‘creative experiences that 
remove barriers,’ connecting us and positively enriching our lives and 
aims to be the force for that change in the Woolwich community – ‘inspir-
ing, challenging and entertaining people of all ages and from all back-
grounds.’ 
Woolwich is an area which has a high percentage of social deprivation 
and gang violence. The Tramshed provides a much-needed alternative 
for the youth of the town and Bernardine Evaristo the first black women 
to win the Booker prize was a member of GLYPT as a child.  

The Building
  
The Woolwich Tramshed is a listed building in the heart of Woolwich. The 
building was originally a generating station to provide power for the local 
Tram system between 1916 and 1953. It has had many uses since then 
but has primarily been a place for gathering and entertainment. 

The Brief

Woolwich is an area of London which is undergoing a huge process of 
gentrification. The Tramshed is a community asset which needs to be 
celebrated and updated to meet the future needs of the community.
Considering the brief and through careful site analysis I could see it was 
necessary to maintain the structure that has now become a symbol of 
Woolwich. Flanked on the west side by houses and restaurants and on 
the north façade faces General Gordon Square. The planning and design 
were strongly influenced by the shapes, and architectural landscape of 
the area while considering sustainability. When developing the design 
concept, I wanted to retain as much of the existing building language but 
also to develop a new design language using materials which celebrated 
Woolwich’s industrial past. I have use the Corten steel to create a new 
roof as a reminder of Woolwich manufacturing history in the production of 
armaments.
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